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Dear Subscri ber,
The San Francisco Chronicle’'s headline tells it all: iQ@n lobby clout is
out gunni ng FEINSTEIN - Assault weapons ban renewal in doubt.i
Sen. DI ANNE FEINSTEIN (D-CA) is grow ng desperate as she tries to win a
last-mnute renewal of her 10-year-old ban on so-called iassault weaponsi before
it expires Septenber 13.

She nearly screans, “If mnmy |law | apses, you can expect the
market to be flooded with AK-47s and Uzis. | really believe ON THE

passionately in this.” FEDERAL

She joined her colleague Sen. BARBARA BOXER (D CA) and
San Francisco Mayor GAVIN NEWSOM in narking the 11th anniver- LEVEL
sary of 1101 California Streeti shootings that killed 8 people
and left 6 others wounded with TEG 9 sem autonmati c weapons.

FEI NSTEI N used the shootings to persuade Congress to pass the “assault weap-
ons” ban a decade ago.

Despite the near certainty the ban will not be renewed, FEINSTEIN said, “I'm
not going to give up on this.”

She is searching for a piece of legislation to serve as a vehicle for an
amendnent renewi ng the ban. In March she succeeded in getting a Senate vote of 52-

47 to attach the renewal as an anmendnent to the bill giving imunity fromfrivo-
lous lawsuits to the gun industry. Second Amendnent advocates quickly | obbied to
pull the bill if FEINSTEIN s anendnent was attached, and it died in comittee.

FEI NSTEIN is searching for another piece of legislation to serve as a vehicle
for her ban, but very few legislative days remain in Congress before Septenber 13.

In another big federal issue, Rep. TCDD TI AHRT (R-KS) sponsored a measure to
bar the disclosure of personally identifying data about the nationis gun owners
for use in civil lawsuits.

H s measure, an anmendnent to the 2005 Conmerce-Justice-State appropriations
Bill, was approved by a bipartisan 42-19 margin, providing that data could only be
rel eased to prosecutors and for crimnal investigations.

The information, multiple handgun purchase data and firearm trace data, is
conpil ed by the Bureau of Al cohol, Tobacco, Firearns and Expl osives.

TI AHRT said his measure was sparked by a recent court ruling in a Brooklyn,
New York civil lawsuit against 40 gun manufacturers and distributors, in which
Magi strate Judge CHERYL PCOLLAK ruled that New York Cty nay access the records.

New York Mayor M CHAEL BLOOVBERG cal | ed the anmendnent “an outrage,” saying
it would scuttle the cityis anti-gun suit. The Gty has sought the information to
make its case that gun nanufacturers use narketing and distribution practices that
allow crimnals to get firearns, creating a public nuisance.

The Brady Canpaign chinmed in with attacks on TIAHRT, voicing their own “out-

rage” that the private information in the records will not be made publicly
avai |l abl e.
The TI AHRT anendnent bars the information fromecivil suits, but still allows

it to be made available to |aw enforcenment and prosecutors, and for bona fide
crimnal investigations.

—continued on Page 2
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The House Judiciary conmittee has passed a bill that allows active-duty
and retired |lawenforcenment officers to carry conceal ed weapons anywhere in the
nati on.

H R 218, the Law Enforcenent O ficers Safety Act passed out of the House
floor on June 23rd on a voice-vote. It now goes to the Senate, where a simlar
bill passed as an anmendnent in March by a 91-8 vote.

The bill, introduced by Rep. RANDY “DUKE" CUNNI NGHAM (R-CA), permts
qualified lawenforcenent officers —retired, off duty and outside their juris-
diction —to carry a conceal ed weapon in any state regardless of the state's
law. It passed on a 23-9 vote, but not without opposition.

Committee chairman Rep. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER Jr (R-W) felt the it un-
dermines the authority of the states and was the only Republican who did not
support the bill.

SENSENBRENNER al so anended the legislation, requiring officers to have an
of ficial badge, photographic identification and valid state certification when
carrying a conceal ed weapon.

Rep. ROBERT C. SCOIT (D-VA) also attached an anmendnent that prohibits
of ficers from being under the influence of alcohol or narcotics while carrying
a gun.

Attorney GCeneral JOHN ASHCROFT said the Justice Departnent is dispatching
teans of federal agents to 15 high crinme cities, including Washington, D.C
despite a U S. violent crine rate at a 30-year |ow nationw de.

The effort is targeted at “the hottest zones of crimnal activity,” said
ASHCRCOFT. The initiative is also ainmed at reducing the recurrent summer in-
crease in nurder and violent crine, he said.

Teans of agents from BATF, U S. Marshals Service, FBlI, and the Drug En-
forcenent Agency will be assigned to each of the 15 cities for 6 nonths. A Jus-
tice Department prosecutor will handle cases of those charged.

I nvestigators will focus on prosecuting people for firearns violations,
whi ch Ashcroft said often acconpany gang activity, illegal drug organizations
and organi zed crine groups. The 15 Violent Crine |Inpact Teanms will use high-
tech surveillance and other techniques to identify the worst offenders.

JOHN KERRY, whose record of words and nisdeeds on firearns rights has
earned him a key place anbng the nost solid iFi candidates ever rated by the
National Rifle Association’s Political Victory Fund, is now posing as a self-
styled ilifelong hunter and gun owneri who ibelieves in the Second Amendnent.1i

Contradicting these assertions, KERRY has added a link on his website to
t he gun-grabbing Brady Canpaignis website!

For his long history of anti-gun rights votes and positions, he consis-
tently receives a 100-percent rating from the Brady Campaign (formerly Handgun
Control, Inc.), the American Bar Association’s Special Conmmttee on Gun Vio-

I ence, and fromthe Coalition to Stop Gun Violence (fornmerly the Nationa
Coalition to Ban Handguns).

Al'l of these pro-KERRY groups deny the existence of an individual right to
keep and bear arnms, and sone are actively using the courts in an attenpt to
destroy Anmerican’s Second Anendnent freedons.

According to the NRA's Institute for Legislative Action, KERRY has voted
51 tines against gun rights on the Senate floor. In March, KERRY also worked to
sabotage legislation to stop predatory lawsuits aimed at bankrupting the |aw
abiding firearnms industry.
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CANADI AN NEW DEMOCRATI C PARTY WOULD LOBBY IN U.S. FOR GUN CONTROL
Jack Layton, |eader of Canada’s New Denocratic Party, recently told re-
porters on a canpaign swing through Manitoba that, if elected to power, an NPD
governnment would “l obby the Americans for nore gun control south of the border
to inprove things in this country.”
However, in the province of Alberta, a Conservative Party Menber of Par-
liament, Gerry Ritz, told reporters, “Wve conmitted to

AROUND THE scrapping gun control.”

WORLD SOQUTH AFRI CAN GUN OMNERS OPPOSE NEW LAW

Firearm owners in Johannesburg have sought a court interdict to stop the
governnment from enacting legislation to control the ownership of guns. South
African Gun Owners Associ ation spokesperson Martin Hood said the Firearnms Con-
trol Act was a threat to the country’s security and its citizens.

The association’s efforts to engage the governnment on how the law will be
executed failed, and the only option was the courts.

THAI GUN SHOPS OFFER DI SCOUNTS TO TEACHERS
Gun shops in Bangkok are offering discounts to teachers in Thailand' s
troubled Muslim south where a spate of alnpst daily attacks remain uncontrolled
by the governnent.
Islamc violence that erupted in January has nmade schools a common target for
arson and gun attacks, leading to teachers being given permssion to apply for
firearnms |icenses for self-defense.

KLM AIRLINES WLL ALLOW SKY MARSHALS TO USE GUNS
The Dutch conpany, KLM - Royal Dutch Airlines, has deployed arnmed mlitary
police guards on international “risk” flights, with instructions to fire their
service pistol, a dock 26, if necessary to stop hijackings.
Anti-gun governnment officials are still raising questions about the pro-
gram but the Justice Mnistry has obtained approval of the Defense Mnistry
for deploynment of military police.

| SRAELI - MADE BULLETS NOT TO BE USED BY U.S. TROOPS AGAI NST MJSLI MS

The propaganda cost of the U S. Arny shooting Muslins with bullets made in
Israel has resulted in congressional orders to U S. Arny general “by no neans,
under any circunstances should a round fromIsrael be utilized,” said Rep. Neil
Abercronbie (D Hawaii).

Israel Mlitary Industries Ltd. won a $70 nillion contract for small-caliber
amunition. The Israeli firmwas one of only two firnms in the world able to neet
the technical and deadline requirenents of the US. Arny.

The ammunition will be used only for training, said Arny officials.

Pl STOL PACKING PADRE I N MEXICO WNS BIG FOLLOW NG

Alfredo Gallegos Lara is a 6-foot-4 parish priest in Chucandiro, in the
Mexi can state of M choacan. He sings country nusic, mnisters to drug addicts and
the sick in dangerous places, and keeps a 9nm pistol tucked into his belt.

Known as “Padre Pistolas,” Father Gallegos, 52, knows Mexico has strict |aws
forbidding private citizens to carry guns, but, he says, he has always inforned
pol i ce about them and the police haven't conplained. After all, his pistols are
why the unorthodox priest has the high-profile name Padre Pistolas. And that has
brought hima growing following in Mexico and the United States.

Maki ng frequent fundraising trips to the U S, where he sings to standing-
roomonly crowds, Father Gallegos has built schools, churches, even 40 nmles of
road and bridges, for his parish of 24 years at Jaral del Refugio in Quanajuato.

Padre Pistolas was renoved from Jaral in May to silence him but it has only
made him nore fanous, and nore able to help the poverty-striken town where he was
sent in Mchoacan. He already has plans to make it a popular tourist attraction.
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CALI FORNI A SENATE COWM TTEE PASSES . 50- CALI BER BAN
The California Senate Conmittee on Public Safety has passed AB-50, the ban on
.50-caliber rifles introduced by Assenblynan Paul Koretz (D Hollywood). The com

mttee took no testinony and nade | ast minute anendnents before

the vote. AT THE
The bill now goes to the full Senate. M chael Marks, presi- STATE

dent of the Fifty Caliber Institute, attenpted to present testi-

nony opposing the bill to the conmttee, but was not allowed. LEVEL

Marks said his organization will continue its opposition.

FLORI DA LAW BANS ELECTRONIC RECORDS OF GUNS

Fl orida Gov. Jeb Bush has signed H 155, a bill barring |aw enforcenent agen-
cies from conpiling or keeping electronic records of guns or their owners, al-
t hough paper records are still allowed.

More than 248,000 el ectronic records conpiled since 1987 were destroyed in
conpliance with the law, which provides for fines of $250,000 to $5 nillion
agai nst knowing and willful violations.

LOU SI ANA GOVERNOR PUTS RIGHT TO HUNT ON NOVEMBER BALLOT

Loui siana noved one step closer to anmending the state’s Constitution to
preserve its citizen's rights to hunt, fish and trap when CGovernor Kathleen Bl anco
signed legislation on June 9 placing the issue on the Novenber 2 ballot.

The legislation, SB 2, was introduced by Louisiana Legislative Sportsnen’s
Caucus co-chair, Senator Joe MPherson. It was a top priority for the Caucus,
whi ch was created this past April.

Fel | ow Caucus nenber Representative Jack Smith spearheaded the effort in the
House and the initiative passed both chanbers w thout a nay vote.

MARYLAND SENATOR STARTS GROUP TO REGQ STER GUN OMERS TO VOTE

Maryl and state Senator Al ex X. Money (R Frederick) has hel ped formthe Sec-
ond Anendnent Coalition, a pro-gun organizati on nicknamed the 2AM coalition, that
ains to register gun owners to vote.

Mooney said the group is needed because nany gun owners di stance thensel ves
frompoliticians, and want little to do with governnent.

Bob Cul ver, an engineer from Montgonmery County, is co-founder of the 2AM
group. He says Second Amendnent rights in Maryland are being eroded “bit by bit,
cut by cut, piece by piece. It is the ancient Chinese death by a thousand cuts.”

MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE VOTES TO EXTEND STATE i ASSAULT WVEAPONSI BAN

Wt hout debate, the Massachusetts House has voted to extend the state’s ban
on the sale or inport of military style sem -autonatic weapons.

Supporters have said the bill is needed to guarantee the state prohibition
will remain in effect even if Congress fails to renew a simlar federal ban set to
expire in Septenber. Under current |law, the state ban is tied to the federal ban
and woul d automatically expire if Congress did not renew it.

The bill nust receive one nore round of approval from the House and Senate
before going to the governor’s desk.

FI RST NEW MEXI CO GUN OMERS CGET CONCEALED CARRY LI CENSES

The New Mexi co conceal ed carry law that went into effect January 1 has re-
warded nearly 1,000 New Mexicans with licenses to carry a handgun without display-
ing it.

The New Mexi co Department of Public Safety reported |ast nonth that 942 people
have a license to carry a conceal ed weapon.

Pete dsen, with the DPS, said that a total of 700 others “will be |icensed when
their background checks are conpl eted.”

Applicants are required to take a 15-hour gun safety course before applying for
the permt. The classes nust be taught by a certified instructor approved by DPS.
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NEW YORK BALLI STI C DATABASE FI RING BLANKS

A dat abase designed to match handguns in New York state to crine scene evi-
dence has not solved a crinme nore than three years after its debut.

The problem is enbarrassing for the administration of Gov.

AT THE Ceorge Pataki (R). Oficials blane difficulties local police face

STATE in getting crine scene evidence to Al bany, where the database is
housed. They hope to fix it by piggybacking on a federal ballistic

LEVEL net wor k.

Since March 2001, identifying information about each new

pi stol and revolver sold in New York has been entered into the Conbined Ballistic

I dentification System database. Under the system called CoBIS for short, new guns

are fired, casings are collected and the mnute narkings are catal oged by a com

put er.

Law enforcenent officials say the unique markings are like gun “fingerprints”
and that bullet casings recovered fromcrinme scenes can potentially be matched
with the nore than 53,000 guns entered into New York's database, which has so far
produced no hits from 203 queries from investigators.

NORTH CAROLI NA SENATE COWM TTEE PASSES GUN PERM T BILL

The North Carolina Senate Judiciary Conmittee has cleared |egislation that
woul d al | ow people with conceal ed handgun permits to purchase a handgun without
requi ring additional consent.

The bill would allow the conceal ed weapons pernit to be used in lieu of re-
quiring the buyer to get a handgun pernit. A person who gets a conceal ed handgun
permt already goes through a background check and exam nation by a |ocal sheriff.

The neasure now goes to the Senate Finance Committee.

OH O NEWSPAPER PUBLI SHES CONCEALED CARRY PERSONAL | NFORVATI ON

Chi oans for Concealed Carry (OCC) and the Citizens Conmittee for the Right to
Keep and Bear Arns (CCRKBA) have called for state and |ocal investigations into
the publication of nanmes and addresses of concealed carry pernit hol ders rel eased
by Shel by County Sheriff Kevin OLeary and printed in the Sidney Daily News.

CCRKBA has called for Chio Attorney General Jim Petro to investigate the
rel ease, conplaining that there is no provision in the law to rel ease street ad-
dresses of |icensees.

Sheriff O Leary told the newspaper the wording of the concealed carry |aw was
vague and confusing. It states that a sheriff nust disclose to requesting journal-
ists “the county of residence of pernit holders.”

O Leary clainmed the word “residence” in the clause mght nean street address,
al though OCC ridiculed the notion, pointing out that a |arge nunber of Chio | aws
use the phrase without adnministrators interpreting it to nean street addresses.

Daily News Executive Editor Jeffrey Billiel stood by “publication of the
names of permt holders as a matter of public interest.”

Shel by County Prosecuting Attorney Jim Stevenson said he was conducting an
inquiry to determ ne exactly what happened. “It’s a brand new statute,” he said.
“Ri ght now the focus should be on what can and cannot be done.”

WASHI NGTON _STATE I N RECI PROCITY WTH NORTH CAROLI NA

North Carolina and Washington state officials have signed an agreenent for
reci procal recognition of concealed carry |icenses.

State Sen. Val Stevens (R Arlington), who authored the |aw establishing reci-
procity, said she was finally pleased with the officials who signed the agreenent
after nuch foot-dragging.

Joe Wl dron, executive director of the Ctizens Conmittee for the Right to
Keep and Bear Arns (CCRKBA), welcomed the nove, saying, “The right of self-defense
does not and should not stop at the state border.”

CCRKBA, based in Bellevue, Washington, has 650,000 nenbers, including 18, 000
i n Washi ngt on.
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SU T CHALLENGES COUNTY .50- CALI BER BAN
California’s Contra Costa County is being sued by a coalition of gun advo-
cates, publishers, manufacturers and retailers to strike down its new ban on the
sale of .50-caliber rifles in unincorporated areas.

Plaintiffs argue that the ordi nance bans adverti se-
ON THE LEGAL nents in magazines, a violation of First Amendnent rights,
FRONT as well as violating California s pre-enption |aw that

gives gun regulation powers to the state government only.

I LLINO S COUNTY PAYS FOR HANDGUN ARREST
DuPage County has settled a federal lawsuit filed by a nan whose arrest on
weapons charges two years ago brought the defendant high-profile support from gun
rights defenders, Concealed Carry, Inc. (Cd).

John Horstman, 43, of Schaunburg, Illinois picked up a check for $50,000 at
the state’s attorney's office, ending the lawsuit over his 2002 arrest for carrying a
regi stered unl oaded handgun in his backpack as he bicycled along the Illinois

Prairie Path.

CO cane to Horstnman’s defense, citing state law that allowed everything he
was doing when arrested. Sheriff’s police charged Horstnman with aggravated unl aw
ful use of a weapon, but DuPage County State’'s Attorney Joseph Birkett dropped the
charges for lack of evidence. The County adnmitted no liability in the settlenent.

M SSOURI _APPEALS COURT EXAM NES GUN LAWSUI T
The three-judge Mssouri Court of Appeals panel is determ ning whether an
anti-gun lawsuit brought by the Gty of St. Louis should be disnmissed, upholding a
St. Louis County judge's ruling last Cctober, or should go to trial.
Lawence Greenwal d, attorney representing Beretta USA poses the question:
“Should the city, which is not a person who got shot, collect from gumankers, who
didn't do the shooting?”

DETRO T GUN DEALER NOT LIABLE FOR ALLEGED i STRAW BUYiQ
Detroit gun deal er General Laney should not face a m sdeneanor charge for
selling a firearmto an undercover officer who indicated it was for an underage
person who didn’'t have a license, the Mchigan Suprenme Court has deci ded.
The court said the gun dealer didn't violate federal or state laws that allow
licensed 18-year-olds to get a pistol froma private party, but not a gun dealer.

GUN STORE SETTLES LAWSUIT FOR $1 M LLION
A Charleston, West Virginia judge approved a disastrous $1 nillion settle-
ment between two New Jersey police officers, David Lenongello and Kenneth
McGuire, and the WIIl Co., which operated WIl's Jewelry and Loan, the deal er
that sold a handgun to a “straw man” who gave it to attacker Shuntez Everett
who used it to shoot the officers. The Brady Center provided |lawers for the
policenmen in this bad precedent.

COLORADO GUN ACTI VI ST CONVI CTED ON 2 FELONY COUNTS
Gun activist Rick Stanley has been found guilty by an Adans County jury on
two felony counts of attenpting to influence two judges by sending them a “notice
of order” demanding that they reverse his conviction for a weapons violation or
face arrest by the Miutual Defense Pact MIlitia, which Stanley organized, and a
trial for treason. Stanley wll appeal.

OH O SUPREME COURT W LL HEAR LAWSUI T AGAI NST SHERI FF
The Chio Suprene Court, on a 6-1 note, has declined Franklin County Sher-
iff Jim Karnes’ request to have a lawsuit against him thrown out.
The lawsuit was brought by Jospehine Lee because Karnes did not grant her
a tenporary energency license to carry a conceal ed handgun or a standard con-
ceal ed handgun license within tinme limts set by |aw
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GUN NEWS TICKER .. GUN NEWS TICKER .. GUN NEWS TICKER ..GJUN NEWS Tl CKER .. GUN NEWS

GUN _NEWS TICKER - QUI CK TAKES ON THE NEWS

@Fairfax, Virginia: The National R fle Association s NRANews program has
been thunped by the New York Tinmes as a “direct challenge to federal limts on
political advocacy.” As a nedia organization, the daily radio programis not re-
stricted by federal canpaign finance law. It may continue broadcasting later this
el ection year when federal |aw requires political advocacy groups to stop running
ads. “There is no government l|icensing of journalists. Tom Paine was free to pam
phlet. So are we,” NRA Executive vice President Wayne LaPierre told the Tines.

@®Los Angeles: IFC Filnms, co-distributor of Mchael More' s “Fahrenheit 9/
11,” is set to produce a large-scale anti-gun novie, tentatively titled, “American
@in.” Forest Witaker will star. In negotiations to join \Witaker are Donald
Sutherland (“Cold Mouuntain”), Linda Cardellini (“Scooby-Doo 2") and Garcelle
Beauvai s-Ni | on (Barbershop 2").

@ Vst Pal m Beach, Florida: NewsMax Magazine recently published a biography
of Ronal d Reagan revealing his reaction to intimdation for his criticismof com
muni smin 1950s Hol |l ywood. A threat to splash himwth acid, ruining the big
screen face he depended upon for income, got a swift response from Reagan. “He
began packing a .32 Snith & Wesson pistol,” said the bio, “holstering the gun
on every nmorning for nonths and wearing it until he stepped into bed at night.”

@Bl oom ngdal e, Chio: Brian Pow ey, engraver, just conpleted 230 hours enbel -
lishing an automatic pistol for presentation to President George W Bush at his
ranch in Crawford, Texas this fall. Powl ey volunteered for the job when he read
that the Anmerican Pistolsmiths @iild was |ooking for an engraver.

OeWIllits, California: Brandon Maxfield, a 17-year-old paralyzed by a gun nm s-
fire 10 years ago, has failed in his canpaign to buy bankrupt Bryco Arns and nelt down
50, 000 unassenbl ed guns. “Bryco nade the gun that paralyzed nme,” said Maxfield. The
hi gh-school student’s Internet canpaign to raise $200,000 flopped. He said woul d
keep trying so no other child gets crippled or killed.

e\Washington, D.C: The Brady Center has accused Sen. Larry Craig (R 1D of
acting with a conflict of interests for his support of the failed Protection of
Lawful Commerce in Arnms Act, which would have inmunized the gun industry from
frivolous |lawsuits. The Center clainmed that Craig’ s nenbership on the Board of
Directors for the National R fle Association created the conflict. Lawence Keane,
general counsel for the National Sports Shooting Foundation, wote the Senate’s
Sel ect Committee on Ethics that the industry is represented by his NSSF, not by
the NRA, so the charge is neaningless. The Select Conmittee agreed that the Brady
conplaint lacks nerit.

®Denver: The first-degree nurder investigation in the death of Anthony
Wl | ace, who was shot 4 tines and his body mangl ed when run over by his assailant,
has beconme a sel f-defense case. The shooter, Tyrone WIllians, 27, was found to be
acting lawfully when he shot Wllace, who was arned with a knife and nade threats
when he entered the hone where WIlians was staying with Wallace’'s ex-girlfriend.

®Wnsl ow, Arkansas: Honmeowner Randy Gizzle, 55, was not arrested or
charged after the told police that he had shot forner neighbor Carl Wrden, who
broke into the converted barn where Gizzle lives, and was trying to flee when
shot. The case tests Arkansas’ self-defense |law, which allows the use of deadly
force even if the intruder is outside the honme. Prosecutors said that consider-
ing the police response tinme for a renote rural area, the shooting was justi-
fied.

@ Anderson, South Carolina: Prosecutors say they will not charge Lance
Myers, who shot and killed Ernest Leroy Mles, 41, who intruded in his bedroom
wi el di ng an axe.

@Al exandria, Louisiana: A convenience store clerk, Tamer Abdul wahab, 20,
shot and killed woul d-be robber Sanuel Parker, 25, who entered the store with a
gun, demanded noney and fired shots. Police said it was justifiable hom cide.
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Parting Shot

TVENTY- ONE GUN SALUTE: RONALD REAGAN, HERO TO | OMA WOVAN

Former President Ronald Reagan is renenbered as the G eat Communi cat or
but one lowa woman w |l always remenber him as her personal hero.

Her nane is Mel ba King.

In 1933, she was a 22-year-old nursing student in Des Mines. One autumm
ni ght she was wal ki ng hone when a mugger canme up behind her with a gun.

He demanded her noney.

Frightened out of her wits, she prepared to surrender all of her neager
cash.

By conplete coincidence, Ronald Reagan - who was a Des Mdines radio
sportscaster at the time - passed by the open wi ndow of his second-floor rented
room and glinpsed the robbery in progress.

He realized what was happening and dashed to his nightstand. He pulled
open the drawer and grabbed his .45-caliber revolver.

He | eaped to the wi ndow and | eaned out with his gun pointed squarely at
t he nugger.

In his nbst convincing radio voice, he said, “Leave her alone or |'1Il
shoot you right between the shoul ders.”

The thug took one | ook at the handgun in Reagan’s hand and fl ed.

Seeing that he had scared the man off, Reagan ran downstairs and cal ned
Mel ba King s nerves.

The future president said he would wal k King hone.

King didn't see Reagan again until 1984, when lowa Gov. Terry Branstad
heard her story and invited her to an |lowa caucus canpai gn event.

She was called to the stage where Reagan gave her a big hug, then | aughed.

He said to King, “This is the first tinme |I’ve had a chance to tell you the
gun was enpty. | didn't have any cartridges. If he hadn’t run when | told him
to, | was going to have to throw it at him”

King's rescue became a national news story.

“The phone rang constantly,” King said.

Al'l the nedia attention caused Reagan and King to stay in touch.

The two fam|lies exchanged cards on birthdays, holidays, and during tines
of sickness and grief.

The Reagans hel ped King when she |ost her husband Harold in 1987.

Not | ong ago Mel ba King hel ped Nancy Reagan with a synpathy note.
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