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STATISTICS SHOW GUNS
NEEDED AGAINST CRIME
“An analysis of crime figures released last month by U.S. Bureau of Justice
Statistics indicates that law-abiding Americans should continue to enjoy legal access to the possession and use of firearms,” John M. Snyder, CCRKBA
Public Affairs Director, stated in Washington, D.C.
“If anything, this access should be strengthened for the good of citizens
and the safety of society,” he added.
According to the justice report, 56 percent of the violent felons convicted in
the nation’s 75 most populous counties from 1990 through 2002 had a prior
conviction record, 38 percent had a prior felony conviction and 15 percent
had been previously convicted for a violent felony.  Thirty-six percent of
the violent felons had a least one active criminal status at the time of their
arrest, including 18 percent on probation, 12 percent on release pending
disposition of a prior case and seven percent on parole.
“What these numbers show, for the umpteenth time,” observed Snyder,
“is that there is a violent criminal class in our country.  Law-abiding people
have to be able to protect themselves and their families and their property
from these thugs.  In order to be able to do this, they need access to the
tools with which to do it.  There is no better self-defense instrument than
a gun, in particular a handgun.
“People who seek to deny citizens this access, no matter how well-intended
they may be, and whether they come from political, academic, professional,
business, media or ecclesiastical backgrounds, in reality work against the
interests of law-abiding citizens.  To be blunt, they are allies of the violent
criminal class.”
Snyder pointed out that, “at present, there are a number of proposals in
Congress and in state legislatures to loosen current legal restrictions on the
individual Second Amendment civil right of law-abiding American citizens
to keep and bear arms for lawful purposes.  One of the most significant of
these is a congressional proposal to free law-abiding residents of our Nation’s
Capital from the draconian gun control system to which they have been
subjected for 30 years.  It’s time to overturn the D.C. gun law and allow
law-abiding citizens in Washington, D.C. to own and carry handguns to
protect themselves and their loved ones from the reign of violent crime that
hand-wringing local officials seem incapable of effectively confronting.
“There are a number of other pro-gun rights proposals on deck at various
stages for congressional consideration.  Congress should act favorably on
them. Guns save lives,” Snyder said.  “A number of scholarly studies can
lead to this conclusion.  
“Surveys by Florida State Criminologist Gary Kleck show that law-abiding
citizens use firearms about 2.5 million times annually in a defensive manner,
and this includes about 1.8 million handgun uses.  Research by the American
Enterprise Institute’s John Lott indicates that rates of violent crime nosedive
in areas that enact shall issue CCW legislation.”
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CCRKBA COMMENDS
HOUSE LEADERSHIP
CCRKBA recently praised the
United States House of Representatives for its passage this summer
of the proposed Disaster Personal
Protection Act.
“We commend the House, and
especially the House leadership, for
bringing this measure to the floor
and passing it with a 322-99 bipartisan vote,” said John M. Snyder,
CCRKBA Public Affairs Director.
The bill, H.R. 5013, introduced by
Congressman Bobby Jindal of Louisiana, would prohibit any agency
using federal disaster relief funds
from seizing firearms from law-abiding citizens in their cars, homes and
businesses.  It would apply to federal
law enforcement or military officers,
along with local police receiving
federal funds.  The legislation would
not prevent confiscating guns from
convicted felons and would have no
effect on law enforcement operations
outside of disaster relief situations.  
H.R. 5013 would allow individuals
to recover court costs and sue if their
rights were violated.
The issue arose as a result of controversy last year associated with
Hurricane Katrina.   A number of
reports indicated that some federal
and state law enforcement agents
confiscated guns from law-abiding
New Orleans residents.   A federal
court’s temporary restraining order
brought a halt to the illegal gun confiscations.
Earlier, the Senate endorsed by an
84-16 vote an amendment by Sen.
David Vitter of Louisiana to the
Homeland Security appropriations
bill for fiscal year 2007 to prohibit
the use of funds appropriated under
the bill for the confiscation of lawfully possessed firearms during an
emergency or major disaster.  That

bill, H.R. 5441, now goes back to the
House, where it originated without
the amendment, for consideration.
While the two bills now appear
similar with regard to the confiscation issue, H.R. 5013 would be more
comprehensive.  CCRKBA supports
both of them.
“The House passage of H.R. 5013
puts 322 Representatives on record
as acting to clip the wings of overzealous public officials,” said Snyder.  
“The gun-grabbing officials and
the 99 Representatives who voted
against H.R. 5013 apparently just
don’t get it.  They don’t understand
that Americans need guns to protect
themselves, their families and their
property from predatory criminals.  
Especially predatory violent criminals.   And most especially during
times of public emergency.
“The House vote on H.R. 5013 is
a victory for the individual Second
Amendment civil right of law-abiding American citizens to keep and
bear arms.  That bill now goes to the
Senate, where we hope it soon will
be taken up, passed and sent to the
President to sign.”
Congressman Jindal said that the
vote in the House was “important
for the people of Louisiana.   The
House of Representatives reaffirmed
that in times of disaster you cannot
throw out the constitutional amendment that guarantees the right of
the people to keep and bear arms.  
I am honored that so many of my
colleagues came out in support of
this bill that will prevent law-abiding
citizens’ firearms from being taken
without just cause by bureaucrats in
the wake of natural disasters.”
Jindal said also that firearm seizures
after Hurricane Katrina left residents
unable to defend themselves.
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“Many of them were sitting in their
homes without power, without water,
without communication,” he noted.  
“It was literally impossible to pick up
a phone and call 911.”
His measure itself stipulates that
the Hurricane Katrina “confiscations
and prohibitions, and the means
by which they were carried out,
deprived the citizens of Louisiana
not only of their right to keep and
bear arms, but also to their rights to
personal security, personal liberty,
and private property, all in violation
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BOB BARR TARGETS
MAYOR BLOOMBERG
Former Congressman Bob Barr of
Georgia recently filed a $400 million
lawsuit against New York City Mayor
Michael Bloomberg on behalf of a
Georgia gun dealer.
Barr, a CCRKBA Distinguished
Advisor and holder of CCRKBA Gun
Rights Defender Awards, said that
Bloomberg’s attempt to crack down
on gun dealers was “careless, willful
and clearly illegal.”
Barr filed the lawsuit in Cobb
County Superior Court.  It came in
response to a  lawsuit that Bloomberg
filed in May stating that 15 firearm
brokers in five states, including
Georgia, were “rogue gun dealers,”
reported the Associated Press.
Bloomberg, through his chief
spokesman, Stu Loeser, called Barr’s
filing a “public relations stunt.”
Bloomberg recently went to Georgia to discuss his campaign against
the gun industry with the Mayor
of Atlanta, Shirley Franklin.   She
has joined Bloomberg’s coalition of
mayors promoting more restrictive
national gun control legislation as
well as lawsuits against the gun
industry.
Barr ’s lawsuit maintains that
Bloomberg made misleading statements to the  media that were defamatory toward Adventure Outdoors,
a Smyrna, Georgia gun dealer.
“We didn’t start this fight,” Barr
told a cheering crowd in Marietta,
Georgia’s city square, “they did.  But
we intend to finish it and win.”
Bloomberg’s lawsuit alleges that
the Georgia dealer sold 21 guns in a
seven-year period that were used in
crimes in New York.  The gun shop’s
owner, Jay Wallace, said that his name
has been “trashed in the public eye
of the nation.

“I’ve run my business with honesty
and integrity, and I take pride in being part of the firearm industry.
“We will fight to prove the Constitution of the United States is still intact
and that Bloomberg’s fight to abolish
the Second Amendment must and
will fail,” said Edwin Marger,  who
filed the lawsuit with Barr.
Barr’s 13-page complaint filed in
late July maintains that Bloomberg
and several others in his administration smeared the dealer’s reputation
and that its undercover investigators
lied on federal Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
(BATFE) forms.
Some speculate that Barr’s legal
action could be the first in a string
of lawsuits against New York City
in connection with Bloomberg’s
lawsuit, reported The New York Sun.
“Not only did Bloomberg engage in
an improper and unlawful transaction,” Barr told the newspaper, “but
then he and others issued public
statements that we believe are slanderous and defamatory.”
Two other Georgia gun dealers sued
by Bloomberg for allegedly selling
firearms illegally, A-1 Jewelry and
Pawn and AAA Gun & Pawn Brokers,
agreed to a settlement with New York
City that puts their sales and inventory under a special monitor.
That settlement, according to the
National Shooting Sports Foundation
(NSSF), the trade association for the
firearms industry, was redundant to
existing federal regulatory oversight
and joint educational programs
between the firearms industry and
BATFE.
The agreement calls for the two
dealers to receive additional training in conducting lawful sales and

detecting and preventing sales to
illegitimate “straw ” purchasers.  
“The firearms industry has for years
partnered with BATFE, the appropriate and legally authorized federal
regulatory agency, to provide dealers
with education and training on how
to prevent illegal straw purchases
through our ‘Don’t Lie for the Other
Guy’ program, and on how to comply
with the extensive laws and regulations governing the lawful sale of
firearms through our ‘Partner for
Progress’ seminars, said Lawrence
G. Keane, NSSF senior vice president
and general counsel.  
“It is disappointing that the mayor
calls for more dealer education
but continues to rebuff our proven
programs,” Keane added.   “Our
responsible industry is proud of its
longstanding cooperative relationship with law enforcement, and
we look forward to continuing this
valuable partnership.”  Each dealer
receives extensive educational training from BATFE.
A-1 Jewelry and Pawn and AAA
Gun & Pawn Brokers allowed a “special master,” to be selected and paid
by New York City, to monitor their
lawful and highly regulated business
practices.  “The monitor’s oversight
will be largely redundant to that of
BATFE,” said Keane.  The monitor will
be able to fine the dealers for violations of the settlement agreement.
Keane noted that Bloomberg has
had an adversarial relationship with
BATFE.  When Bloomberg in May announced his federal lawsuit against
gun dealers, he claimed BATFE “was
asleep at the switch” and not doing its
job.  Bloomberg ordered sting operations to be conducted at 45 dealers
without notifying either BATFE or
the New York Police Department.
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Publications from the
Second Amendment Foundation:
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Women & Guns:

Finally, a magazine just for America’s 15 million gun-owning women! WOMEN & GUNS
is the only magazine of its kind in the world. Written and edited by women, for women,
WOMEN & GUNS emphasizes self-defense and personal protection – including real life
tips on surviving attacks – as well as recreational and sport shooting. Each issue features top
women gunowner profiles, personal protection tips, product reviews, and a useful, eye-opening legal column. WOMEN & GUNS is a must-have for every gun owning woman.

1 year (6 issues) $18 – 25% OFF COVER PRICE!

Gun Week:

Frustrated with gun news in the anti-gun mainstream media? You need GUN
WEEK! For over 30 years, GUN WEEK has been America’s most up-to-date and comprehensive news source on firearms and gun rights. Every issue is packed with new
product reviews, political watchdog reports, national gun show listings, regional hunting reports, industry news . . . and much more! GUN WEEK is published three times
a month, with scoops and information weeks ahead of the competition. If you want to
know what’s happening in the world of firearms, you need GUN WEEK!

Half Year (18 issues) $20 – 45% OFF COVER PRICE!

The Journal of Firearms and Public Policy:

At last, an academic journal dedicated to scholarly discussion of firearms
and public policy! The Journal of Firearms and Public Policy has published annually
since 1989. Its mission: to encourage objective research on the right to keep and bear arms, and explore
America’s Constitutional heritage to privately own and possess firearms. Edited by David B. Kopel
– Research Director at the Independence Institute and renowned gun-rights scholar – and contributors
include Randy E. Barnett, Glenn Harlan Reynolds, John R. Lott, Joseph P. Tartaro, Gary Kleck, and others.

The Gottlieb-Tartaro Report:

Here’s a monthly newsletter that gives you inside gun-rights information from the
desks of active principals in the battle for the right to keep and bear arms. The GOTTLIEB-TARTARO REPORT is headed by Alan M. Gottlieb – chairman of the Citizens
Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms – and Joseph P. Tartaro – editor of Gun
Week and president of the Second Amendment Foundation. This monthly newsletter
is full of inside gun rights news straight from the desks of the experts. Not available on
newsstands. Regular subscription $60 per year.

1 year (12 issues) $30 – 50% DISCOUNT!
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