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 “We denounce in the strongest possible terms the Clinton-Gore Administra-
tion’s support of foreign interference with the individual right of law-abiding 
American citizens to keep and bear arms,” John Michael Snyder, CCRKBA 
Public Affairs Director, said last month in Washington, D. C.
 Snyder’s statement came on the heels of new reports that the Clinton-Gore 
Administration is supporting anti-gun moves in the United Nations and else-
where. “We think it is unconscionable for an American President to collaborate 
with non-American interests in an effort to undermine this traditional civil 
right of law-abiding American citizens,” he said.
 “The civil right to keep and bear arms is one of the hallmarks of our American 
heritage,” Snyder continued. “This right guarantees us the right to protect our 
lives and the lives of our loved ones.  It enables us to maintain our very right 
to life itself.  It serves as a guarantor of the other civil rights enumerated in the 
Bill of Rights.
 “The Clinton-Gore Administration’s support of international gun control 
efforts in the United Nations and elsewhere is an insult to America’s traditions 
and to the American people whom our elected officials supposedly are chosen 
to serve.
 “After all, the American people elect the American President and Vice Presi-
dent.  The ‘world people’ do not.  It’s about time the American people threw 
out the current Administration on its ear.
 “We call on Congress to at least initiate an inquiry of impeachment of Presi-
dent Clinton.  We urge all law-abiding American firearms owners and, for that 
matter, all Americans who value their freedom, who value their right to life, 
who value all their civil rights, to call upon their own U. S. Representatives 
to cosponsor House Resolution 304, by Congressman Bob Barr of Georgia, 
Chairman of the House Firearms Legislation Task Force, providing for such 
an inquiry.”
 In late April, the Clinton-Gore Administration announced its cosponsorship 
of an anti-gun owner United Nations resolution.
 While promoted by its supporters as a move against international crime, the 
report of the U. N. Secretary General before the U. N. Commission on Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice in Vienna, Austria on “Measures to Regulate 
Firearms” contains proposals which would target directly the rights of law-
abiding American gun owners.
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 Among these proposals are sugges-
tions that include:
 -  Requiring hunters to store their 
firearms in so-called “sporting clubs;”
 -  Allowing only smooth-bore 
firearms, or shotguns, for personal 
protection;
 -  Allowing firearms collectors to 
possess only those firearms which 
have been rendered non-functional;
 -  Requiring firearm owners to 
establish a need for possessing their 
guns;
 -  Requiring hunters to obtain insur-
ance before hunting;  and
 -  Generally discouraging firearms 
ownership completely.
 American officials said the Clinton-
Gore Administration is fully backing 
the effort, according to THE NEW 
YORK TIMES.  The major industrial 
powers, the so-called Group of Seven, 
plus Russia, are expected to adopt 
regulations on exporting and import-
ing firearms, American officials said in 
Vienna on April 22.
 American officials said the con-
trols, pushed by the Clinton-Gore 
Administration, have been agreed 
to by “working level officials” from 
those countries, which reportedly left 
it up to the heads of state, including 
President Clinton, to endorse them 
officially last month at their meeting 
in Birmingham, England.  Although 
the regulations would restrict just 
eight countries, they include the five 
largest arms producing nations, which 
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reportedly account for 90 percent of 
weapons exports.
 International gun control advocates 
see anti-gun action by these nations as 
a major breakthrough, according to 
THE NEW YORK TIMES.  “It would 
be a political commitment from influ-
ential states that indicates a significant 
ground swell of support in favor of a 
multilateral light weapons control re-
gime,” said Geraldine O’Callaghan, an 
arms trade expert at the British Ameri-
can Security Information Agency, a 
non-governmental agency in London, 
England
 In correlative anti-gun international 
action, the Clinton-Gore Administra-
tion notified the British Government 
that it was revoking all pending 
licenses for the export of American 
firearms to British companies.
 That revocation is the first step, ac-
cording to Clinton-Gore Administra-
tion officials, in a plan to halt the sale 
of firearms by American companies to 
all 15 members of the European Union, 
reported THE NEW YORK TIMES.
 Germany is most likely the next 
target of Clinton-Gore Administration 
action, a senior State Department offi-
cial told THE NEW YORK TIMES.  The 
State Department issued licenses for 
the export of 68,000 rifles to Germany 
in 1966, putting it far above any other 
European Union country, according to 
the State Department report.  Licenses 
were also issued for 32,000 pistols and 
89 million cartridges.
 The Clinton-Gore Administration 
also is looking closely at France, where 
there are 22,000 valid unfilled licenses, 
and Italy, where there are 18,000.
 These Clinton-Gore Administration 
anti-gun international moves appear 
to be part and parcel of the White 
House commitment to impose com-
prehensive restrictions on gun owners 
at home and abroad, using various 
federal agencies, as well as the United 
Nations, to undermine the right to keep 
and bear arms.
 These latest actions followed the 
White House-ordered moratorium 

and suspension of import licenses last 
November.  That action, as noted in 
last month’s issue of POINT BLANK, 
pages 4-5, preceded an executive order 
banning import licenses for 58 semi-
automatic firearms which previously 
had been considered legal under the 
1994 Crime Bill’s ban on certain semi-
automatic firearms and large capacity 
ammunition feeding devices.

CLINTON’S FOREIGN 
GUN GRAB
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 “Why aren’t the gun grabbers, from 
President Clinton on down, calling now 
for a ban or moratorium on prescription 
drugs,” John Michael Snyder, CCRKBA 
Public Affairs Director asked last month 
in Washington, D. C.
 Snyder cited news reports April 15  
based on an article in the JOURNAL OF 
THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIA-
TION that over 100,000 people a year 
die in American hospitals from adverse 
reactions to medication simply because 
virtually all medications can have bad 
side effects in some people, even when 
taken in proper doses.
 Snyder said that “when a high-profile 
tragedy occurs in which firearms play a 
part, Clinton and other anti-gun politi-
cians, officials of anti-gun groups and 
media anti-gun groupies jerk their knees 
sky-high in reactive demands for more 
and more restrictive firearms legislation.
 “They react in this manner even 
though the deaths caused by the misuse 
of firearms in the United States each year 
is but a fraction of the 100,000 deaths 
caused by the proper use each year of 
prescribed drugs;  even though the mil-
lions of crimes thwarted or prevented 
each year with the proper civilian use of 
firearms far outweighs the tens of thou-
sands of deaths caused each year by the 
misuse of firearms;  and even though the 
number of firearms so misused each year 
is less than a fraction of one percent of the 
scores of millions of rifles, shotguns and 
handguns in the hands of law-abiding 
citizens in the United States.
 “Why aren’t Clinton, Rep. Charles 
Schumer of New York, Sens. Barbara 
Boxer and Dianne Feinstein of California, 
and the anti-gun  crowd at Handgun 
Control, Inc. demanding  more restric-
tions on prescription medicine?

 “If they really wanted to save lives as 
they say they do and if they really be-
lieved that restrictive legislation would 
accomplish that purpose, as they say it 
would, they would be saying the same 
thing about prescription drugs as they 
say about law-abiding citizens’ acquisi-
tion and use of firearms.  The fact that 
they’re not shows they do not really be-
lieve what they say they believe.  They’re 
not out to save lives.  They’re just out to 
attack gun ownership.  They just want 
to disarm law-abiding American citizens.  
They’re no good. They are a bunch of 
hypocrites, and all can see them for what 
they really are.”
 Denise Grady wrote in a front page 
article in THE NEW YORK TIMES for 
April 15 that “more than 100,000 people 
a year die in American hospitals from 
adverse reactions to medication, making 
drug reactions one of the leading causes 
of death in the country, researchers are 
reporting today.
 “The deaths, as described in the current 
issue of the JOURNAL OF THE AMERI-
CAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, are not 
due to mistakes by doctors in prescrib-
ing drugs or by patients in using them.  
Rather, drug reactions occur because 
virtually all medications can have bad 
side effects in some people, even when 
taken in proper doses.
 “‘We want to increase awareness that 
drugs have a toxic component,’ said Dr. 
Bruce Pomeranz, an author of the study 
and a professor of neuroscience at the 
University of Toronto.  ‘It’s not rare.’
 “Researchers said yesterday, however, 
that medications did far more good than 
harm and that patients should not stop 
taking them for fear of reactions.
 “The study said that the average num-
ber of hospital deaths was 106,000 per 

year.  In 1994, for example, there were 
106,000 such deaths as well as about 2.2 
million adverse drug reactions.  Nearly 
seven percent of hospital patients were 
found to have had reactions, Dr. Pomer-
anz and his team at the university found, 
and 0.32 percent suffered fatal reactions.  
‘These numbers are surprisingly high,’ 
Dr. Pomeranz said...
 “Dr. David Bates, an associate professor 
of medicine at Harvard University who 
wrote an editorial in the journal about 
the study, said other studies had shown 
that certain types of drugs account for 
the most adverse reactions:  antibiotics, 
heart medications, blood thinners and 
chemotherapy agents for cancer.  Dr. 
Bates said the patients most vulnerable to 
adverse reactions were those in intensive 
care, who are sickest and most likely to 
be receiving many different drugs, as 
many as 20 to 40.  When people do die 
from a medication, he said, it is most 
likely due to failure of the kidneys or 
liver, disturbances of the heart rhythm 
or destruction of the bone marrow...
 “Despite their concern over drug-
related deaths, both Dr. Pomeranz and 
Dr. Bates said that in the vast majority 
of cases, the benefits of medication far 
outweighed the risks.
 “Dr. Bates said that drugs probably 
saved millions of lives every year, and 
that it would be a dangerous mistake for 
people to abandon their prescriptions for 
fear of serious side effects.
 “‘People should not be frightened of 
their medications,’ said Dr. Michael A. 
Friedman of the Food and Drug Admin-
istration.  ‘They should be respectful of 
them.’”

why don’t gun grabberS
demand a ban on drugS?
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 As news of the recent rash of young-
sters using guns to kill or maim other 
youngsters or adults was flashed across 
television screens and splashed across 
the front pages of many of the nation’s 
newspapers, gun grabbers seized upon 
the media events as another excuse to 
call for more and more gun control.
 Congressional gun grabbers focused 
on the March 24 Jonesboro, Arkansas 
shooting murder of a school teacher 
and four school children by two other 
children, aged 11 and 13, who stole the 
firearms and ammunition with which 
they perpetrated their heinous acts.  
They cited also the late April shooting 
at an eighth grade dance in Edinboro, 
Pennsylvania as evidence of the hor-
rors of firearms ownership in American 
society.
 Anti-gun politicians in Congress in-
troduced legislation to ban all ammuni-
tion magazines which can hold over 10 
rounds because the two Jonesboro kid 
killers reportedly had four large stolen 
ammunition clips.
 Sen. Dianne Feinstein of California, 
who introduced S. 1887, and Rep. 
Dianna L. DeGette of Colorado, who 
introduced H. R. 3609, say they think 
their clip-banning bills, in enacted into 
law, will prevent future so-called “killing 
sprees.”  The bills have been referred 
to the respective Senate and House 
Judiciary Committees.  Cosponsors of 
S. 1887 include Sens. Dale Bumpers of 
Arkansas, Richard J. Durbin of Illinois, 
Edward Kennedy of Massachusetts, 
and Frank R. Lautenberg and Robert 
G. Torricelli of New Jersey.
 In announcing CCRKBA opposition 
to S. 1887 and H.R. 3609, John Michael 
Snyder, CCRKBA Chief Lobbyist, said he 
thought the twin proposals amounted to 
no more than “senseless, opportunistic, 
headline-grabbing politics.  They would 
accomplish nothing in terms of public 
safety.  They simply would be another 
rock in the gun grabbers’ legislative wall 
against the legal rights of law-abiding 
American firearms owners.
 “The knee-jerk gun grabber response 
to crime, including youth crime, is su-
perficial, to say the least.  It does not 
represent even an attempt to deal with 
the real problem.”
 Snyder noted a recent column on 
“good intentions gone awry” in THE 

WASHINGTON TIMES by Pete du Pont, 
a former Governor of Delaware who now 
is Policy Chairman of the National Center 
for Policy Analysis.
 Du Pont reported that “Superintendent 
Rod Paige of the Houston Independent 
School District just reported a 22 percent 
decline in violent crimes on HISD cam-
puses.  Many of these facilities are in the 
inner city, yet this academic year through 
March there were only 18 robberies re-
ported (down from 26 a year earlier), 18 
aggravated assaults (down from 20), and 
no murder or rapes reported this year or 
last.
 “Why?  First, Mr. Paige cites nearly 200 
uniformed police officers patrolling HISD 
schools, and second, a contract that has 
allowed the district to place 450 disrup-
tive students in private schools.  Lamar 
High School Student Council President 
Michael Waters also cites increased police 
patrols, higher administrator and teacher 
visibility, and proactive students.”
 Du Pont noted that “kids often are 
safer in inner-city schools with armed 
security present than in suburban and 
rural schools attempting to be ‘gun-free’ 
zones.  Guns in public safety’s adult hands 
constitute ‘surefire’ crime prevention.  
Look at the 11-year old and 13-year old 
shooters at Jonesboro and then again 
at the 14-year old shooter in Edinboro:  
they rationally stopped shooting when 
law enforcement or an armed citizen 
showed up.  It’s one thing to shoot at the 
defenseless, another to risk deadly return 
fire.  Incentives matter.
 “Jonesboro exposed another shortcom-
ing, namely the juvenile system itself.  The 
system has never been interested in the 
administration of justice, and the numbers 
show it.
 “While the rate of violent crimes and 
burglaries has generally declined nation-
wide during the ’90s, the rate of violent 
crime by young people has risen sharply 
since 1985.  And the FBI predicts that 
violent crimes committed by juveniles 
will more than double again by the year 
2010.
 “A major reason crime has dropped 
among adults is that they increasingly 
realize the justice system will make them 
pay for their bad decisions.  Kids must 
learn the same thing.
 “What causes crime anyway?  That’s 
easy:  the guilty criminal does!  He (93 

percent of offenders are male) is a free 
moral agent who, confronted with 
a choice between right and wrong, 
chooses to do wrong, even if only for 
a brief period in his life.  He refuses to 
respect the rights of others to be secure 
in their lives and possessions.
 “There are two reasons juvenile crime 
has boomed:
 “(1)  More youths than ever are effec-
tively growing up as barbarians, failing 
to learn the minimum ethics required 
for peaceful cooperation.
 “(2)  And crime pays for too many 
youths. They usually pay a low price 
even when caught...
 “The current juvenile justice system 
sends the message that victims’ lives 
have no real value if taken by a child.  
It’s an outrage that a young criminal 
can ambush an entire school, taking 
multiple innocent lives, and then get 
to start all over when he turns 18 and is 
released from juvenile detention.  The 
public cries out for moral accountability.  
Egregious acts of violence perpetrated 
by young criminals will continue to rise 
until that cry is answered affirmatively.  
And responsible schools, too, must rely 
on the real safety of armed, defensive 
force, as the Houston school district has 
effectively demonstrated.”

puniSh bad people, not
good gunS, SayS ccrkba
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 “An article appearing in  THE WASH-
INGTON POST on April 17 underscores 
the importance of gun possession by 
individuals for their safety and protec-
tion,” John Michael Snyder, CCRKBA 
Public Affairs Director, stated last month 
in the Nation’s Capital.
 According to the article, Joelle Walters 
Terry of Lewiston, Maryland, armed with 
a handgun, shot and killed Douglas Jett 
in her trailer.  
 This occurred after Terry had obtained 
a court order forbidding Jett to come near 
her or her home, after Jett had repeat-
edly violated the order, after deputies 
had accompanied Terry to her trailer 
following one of these violations, and 
after Jett reportedly “advanced on her” 
and “refused to stop.”
 Snyder said “the incident shows the 
modern significance of the Second 
Amendment individual civil right to keep 
and bear arms.  It shows its importance 
for women and other individuals faced 
with violent predators in our society.
 “In fact, there are millions of defensive 
uses of firearms each year in the United 
States, according to surveys conducted 
by Florida State University criminologist 
Gary Kleck.  
 “These millions of incidents of lives 
preserved and personal safety and prop-
erty protected with the civilian use of 
firearms each year are many, many times 

greater than the tens of thousands of 
lives lost each year through the misuse 
of firearms.”
 Snyder, who also serves as Vice Presi-
dent for Public Affairs of the National As-
sociation of Chiefs of Police, said “there is 
a definite connection between personal 
protection and public safety.  You really 
can’t have one without the other.  The 
promotion of each supports the other 
and the undercutting of one undercuts 
the other as well.  
 “You can’t truly say that, on the one 
hand, you want to promote public safety 
while, on the other hand, work to make 
it more difficult for law-abiding citizens 
to be able to protect themselves from 
violent criminals.”
 Snyder said that “the ability of law-
abiding citizens to protect themselves, 
their loved ones and their property is 
essential for the promotion of public 
safety in modern American society.”
 According to the article, Terry, 31, 
arrived at her mobile home in rural 
Lewiston near Frederick, Maryland on 
the evening of April 14 and discovered 
it had been ransacked and burglarized.
 She immediately suspected Jett, 31, 
her estranged boyfriend.  
 Recently, she had obtained a court 
order forbidding Jett to come near her 
or her home, but he had had at least two 
subsequent confrontations with Terry, 
in violation of the protective order, ac-
cording to law enforcement officials.
 Terry fled from the trailer, filed charges 
against Jett and requested that county 
sheriff ’s deputies escort her back to the 
trailer that night.  
 Two deputies did accompany her 
and searched the trailer and surround-
ing area, but found nothing and left, 
according to Frederick County’s chief 
prosecutor, Scott L. Rolle.
 “Literally moments later,” Rolle said, 
“Jett pulls up” to the trailer.
 According to court statements by 
Terry, Jett barged into the trailer.  He 
advanced on her, she said, and when 
he refused to stop, she fired a handgun 
at him once, striking him in the chest.  
He died a short time later.
 “Even Rolle questions whether the 
second-degree murder charge filed 
against Terry will stick,” reported staff 
writer Paul W. Valentine of THE WASH-
INGTON POST.

 “But the incident,” he continued, “like 
others reported across the country, raises 
questions about the safety of women 
who seek court orders shielding them 
from their boyfriends or husbands, or 
who seek to prosecute men who have 
assaulted them.”
 Rolle told THE WASHINGTON POST 
that “protective orders are only so ef-
fective.  It’s basically a piece of paper.  It 
doesn’t physically keep them away.”
 Rolle said that most court orders meet 
with compliance. 
  However, more violations seem to be 
occurring, he added.  That’s because more 
people, especially women, are seeking 
protective orders, he said, as public edu-
cation and awareness about such court 
remedies spread across the country.
 In the Terry case, said Rolle, deputies 
searched the area for Jett as best they 
could, hoping to head off a confrontation. 
  “They couldn’t guard her all night,” 
he said.  After the search, he said, “they 
felt, and I guess she felt, it was all right 
for them to leave.”
 After the shooting, according to Rolle 
and other officials, Terry immediately 
called 911 and told county dispatchers 
that she had shot Jett.
 Deputies returned to the trailer, seized 
the handgun Terry said she used and ar-
rested her on the murder charge.
 She was jailed immediately after the 
shooting on $500,000 bond, but she was 
released April 16 after prosecutors agreed 
to lower the bond to $20,000, saying they 
did not believe Terry presented any fur-
ther threat to the community.
 Rolle, who repeatedly expressed sym-
pathy for Terry’s situation, said his office 
will present the case to a grand jury, 
calling them the “good citizens of the 
county,” as the best forum for deciding 
whether Terry will be prosecuted.
 Rolle said that, given Jett’s history of 
violating the protective order and Terry’s 
claim that in the past he had punched 
her in the face, pulled her hair, smashed 
the windshield of her car and repeatedly 
threatened to hurt her, “I believe self-
defense will be a major factor” in whether 
the grand jury decides to prosecute.

ccrkba SayS newS report
ShowS need for firearmS
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 John R. Lott, Jr. of Chicago, Illinois is the 
designated recipient of the CCRKBA Gun 
Rights Defender of the Month Award for 
June.
 In nominating Lott for the Award, John 
Michael Snyder, CCRKBA Public Affairs 
Director, stated that Lott “has rendered 
outstanding service to the cause of free-
dom, to the right of law-abiding citizens 
to keep and bear arms.
 “Lott most certainly is most deserving 
of this Award.”
 Lott is The John M. Olin Law and 
Economics Fellow at the School of Law 
of the University of Chicago.  He re-
ceived national recognition a couple of 
years ago when he and David Mustard, 
a graduate student in economics at the 
University of Chicago, gathered and 
analyzed evidence showing that by 
adopting laws allowing citizens to carry 
concealed handguns if they do not have a 
criminal record or a history of significant 
mental illness, states reduced murders 
by 8.5 percent, rapes by five percent, 
aggravated assaults by seven percent 
and robbery by three percent.  The full 
results of that study were published in 
the January, 1997 issue of the university’s 
JOURNAL OF LEGAL STUDIES.
 Now Professor Lott has produced an 
even more thorough and complete em-
pirical study of gun laws and crime rates.  
Entitled MORE GUNS, LESS CRIME and 
subtitled UNDERSTANDING CRIME 
AND GUN CONTROL LAWS, it is his 
first book and it is published by The Uni-
versity of Chicago Press in both Chicago, 
Illinois and London, England.
 In his book, he demonstrates that “al-
lowing citizens without criminal records 
to carry concealed handguns deters 
violent crimes and appears to produce 
an extremely small and statistically in-
significant change in accidental deaths.  
If the rest of the country had adopted 
right-to-carry concealed-handgun provi-
sions in 1992, about 1,500 murders and 
4,000 rapes would have been avoided.  
On the other hand, consistent with the 
notion that criminals respond to incen-
tives, county-level data provide some 
evidence that concealed-handgun laws 
are associated with increases in property 
crimes involving stealth and in crimes 
that involve minimal probability of 
contact between the criminal and the 

victim.  Even though both the state-level 
data and the estimates that attempt to 
explain why the law and the arrest rates 
change indicate that crime in all the 
categories declines, the deterrent effect 
of nondiscretionary handgun laws is 
largest for violent crimes.  Counties with 
the largest populations, where the deter-
rence of violent crimes is the lowest, are 
also the counties where the substitution 
of property crimes for violent crimes by 
criminals is the highest.  The estimated 
annual gain in 1992 from allowing con-
cealed handguns was over $5.74 billion.
 “Many commonly accepted notions 
are challenged by these findings.  Urban 
areas tend to have the most restrictive 
gun control rules and have fought the 
hardest against nondiscretionary con-
cealed-handgun laws, yet they are the 
very places that benefit the most from 
nondiscretionary concealed-handgun 
laws.  Not only do urban areas tend 
to gain in their fight against crime, but 
reductions in crime rates are greatest 
precisely in those urban areas that have 
the highest crime rates, largest and most 
dense populations, and greatest con-
centrations of minorities.   To some this 
might not be too surprising.  After all, 
law-abiding citizens in these areas must 
depend on themselves to a great extent 
for protection.  Even if self-protection 
were accepted, concerns would still 
arise over whether these law-abiding 
citizens would use guns properly.  This 
study provides a very strong answer:  a 
few people do and will use permitted 
concealed handguns improperly, but 
the gains completely overwhelm these 
concerns.
 “Another surprise involves women 
and blacks.  Both tend to be the stron-
gest supporters of gun control, yet both 
obtain the largest benefits from nondis-
cretionary concealed-handgun laws in 
terms of reduced rates of murder and 
other crimes.  Concealed handguns also 
appear to be the great equalizer among 
the sexes.  Murder rates decline when 
either more women or more men carry 
concealed handguns, but the effect is 
especially pronounced for women.  An 
additional woman carrying a concealed 
handgun reduces the murder rate for 
women by about three to four times 
more than an additional man carrying a 

concealed handgun reduces the murder 
rate for men.  Providing a woman with a 
concealed handgun represents a much 
larger change in her ability to defend 
herself than it does for a man.
 “The benefits of concealed handguns 
are not limited to those who use them 
in self-defense.  Because the guns may 
be concealed, criminals are unable to tell 
whether potential victims are carrying 
guns until they attack, thus making it less 
attractive for criminals to commit crimes 
that involve direct contact with victims.  
Citizens who have no intention of ever 
carrying concealed handguns in a sense 
get a ‘free ride’ from the crime-fighting 
efforts of their fellow citizens.  However, 
the ‘halo’ effect created by these laws is 
apparently not limited to people who 
share the characteristics of those who 
carry guns.  The most obvious example 
is the drop in murders of children fol-
lowing the adoption of nondiscretionary 
laws.  Arming older people not only may 
provide direct protection to these chil-
dren, but also causes criminals to leave 
the area...
 “Preventing law-abiding citizens 
from carrying handguns does not end 
violence;  it only makes victims more 
vulnerable to attack.  In the final analysis, 
one concern unites us all:  Will allowing 
law-abiding citizens to carry handguns 
save lives?  The answer is yes, it will.”
 Born May 8, 1958 in Detroit, Michigan, 
Professor Lott is married and has four 
children.  He received his BA in 1980, 
his MA in 1982 and his Ph.D. in 1984 in 
Economics from the University of Cali-
fornia in Los Angeles (UCLA).
 In addition to teaching courses in 
economics at UCLA and the University 
of Chicago, Dr. Lott has taught at the 
Cornell University Law School, The 
Wharton School of the University of 
Pennsylvania, Rice University, Stanford 
University and Texas A&M University.  
He was the chief economist at the United 
States Sentencing Commission during 
1988 and 1989.  He has published over 
70 articles in academic journals.

John lott the ccrkba
gun defender awardee
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	 When WABC Radio in New York 
City early last month interviewed John 
Michael Snyder, CCRKBA Public Affairs 
Director, about the hullabaloo following 
the showing of the anti-gun movie, “The 
Long Island Incident,” on NBC televi-
sion May 3, Snyder said he thought the 
most important thing about the movie 
was what it left out.
 It left out, he said, any discussion 
of the fact that, because of the strict 
anti-gun laws in the New York area, 
there apparently was not a single armed 
law-abiding citizen on the Long Island 
Rail Road train in 1993 when crazed 
gunman Colin Ferguson murdered six 
people.
 Snyder said that anti-gun laws obvi-
ously don’t prevent criminal types from 
perpetrating violent criminal acts but 
do prevent law-abiding citizens from 
being able to protect themselves and 
others from those very criminals.
 Among those murdered in the Long 
Island incident was Dennis McCarthy, 
whose widow, Carolyn, was able to turn 
public sympathy for her into a success-
ful run for a congressional seat.  That 
was a focus of the movie, for which 
Hollywood celebrity Barbra Streisand 
was the Executive Director.
 Movie actor Charlton Heston, NRA 
First Vice President, blasted the movie, 
saying it misrepresented the Second 
Amendment, and challenged Streisand 
to a public debate on the issue.  Strei-
sand declined.
 The movie’s release seven months 
before the election, in which anti-gun 
Rep. McCarthy will be running, caused 
Joseph Mondello, Chairman of the 
Nassau County, New York Republican 
Party, to complain that “that’s one hell 
of a campaign advertisement.”

 In Springfield, Massachusetts, anti-
gun protesters marched May 2 outside 
handgun manufacturer Smith & Wesson 
to demand “safeguards” they say will 
reduce the thousands of deaths they 
say result each year from the use of 
firearms.
 The protest was one of several 
outside the country’s gun makers in 
Connecticut, Georgia, Maryland, Mas-









sachusetts and Virginia.
 The “Silent March” protesters, 
as they call themselves, want hand-
gun manufacturers to make guns 
“childproof,” drop laser sights and 
hollow-point bullets, display prominent 
warning labels on firearms, reduce 
production, and raise prices.
 On the same day, a dozen anti-gun 
activists gathered in the rain to place 
109 pairs of shoes in front of an Alex-
andria, Virginia gun importer, Interarms, 
saying the footwear represented the 
109 children killed by the use of guns 
in Virginia in 1995.
 Jim Sollo, of Virginians Against 
Handgun Violence, told those who 
attended the protest that gun manu-
facturers and distributors should be 
held responsible for “gun violence” 
and should be pressured to make guns 
safer by adding trigger locks and other 
“improvements.”
 An Interarms spokesman said of 
the protest that “I’d have to say no 
comment.  We don’t generally dignify 
that sort of stuff.”

 The Federal Aviation Administration 
said May 6 it has taken security mea-
sures to prevent people from boarding 
airplanes with tiny new guns that look 
as harmless as a key chain.
 The 20-dollar gun is three inches 
long and an inch wide, but it can fire 
two .32 caliber bullets and would be 
deadly from 20 yards away, according 
to the Associated Press.
 The gun is cocked by pulling on 
the ring and fired with the push of a 
button.
 “It doesn’t look like a weapon.  If 
you showed it to airport security, they 
would probably think it’s a key ring,” 
Brian Hurrell, Director of Customs in 
Perth, Australia, told THE NEW YORK 
TIMES, which first reported about the 
gun.
 Its simple shape also makes it dif-
ficult for X-ray machine operators to 
identify the gun as a weapon.
 The FAA, which is charged with U.S. 
aviation security, said it was warned 
about the gun earlier this year by 
Greek officials and has since warned 

all airlines and airport managers.
 The guns, which are widely avail-
able in southern Europe, have turned 
up in airports in Australia, England and 
Greece since September.
 An Interpol official said the gun 
apparently is manufactured in Bulgaria.

 Anti-gun Sen. Frank R. Lautenberg 
of New Jersey introduced S. 1984, a 
bill to prohibit the transfer of a hand-
gun by a licensed dealer unless the 
transferee states that the transferee is 
not the subject of a restraining order 
with respect to an intimate partner of 
the transferee,  child of the transferee, 
or a child of an intimate partner of the 
transferee.  It was referred to the Senate 
Judiciary Committee.

 Firearms are a part of many teenag-
ers’ lives, according to a NEW YORK 
TIMES/CBS NEWS Poll conducted 
April 2 through 7 by telephone with 
1,048 teenagers throughout the United 
States.
 Nearly four in 10 say a member of 
their household owns a gun, and 15 
percent say they themselves own one.  
Thirty-one percent have had instruction 
in shooting.  The TIMES reported on 
the survey in its April 30 edition.

 By 56 percent to 31 percent, Ameri-
cans believe that juveniles under 13 
who commit murder should be tried as 
adults, according to a WALL STREET 
JOURNAL/NBC NEWS Poll conducted 
by Peter Hart and Robert Teeter and 
reported in the JOURNAL on April 24.
 In the poll, 75 percent of Americans 
back a proposal that would hold adults 
criminally responsible if they let young 
children have access to firearms used 
to kill or injure.  By 55 percent to 39 
percent, according to the Hart-Teeter 
poll, the public favors a bill to limit 
handgun purchases to one a month 
or 12 a year.
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   THE VIRTUAL GUN LOBBY
 In Virtual Gun Lobby, we are working to provide gun rights advocates with the knowl-
edge and tools they need to be effective activists.  In this month’s issue, we’ll examine 
a few important sites for gun owners and some internet tools they can use.
 For obvious reasons, www.atf.treas.gov should be an important site for gun activ-
ists.  In addition to being able to download and print numerous ATF forms, you also can 
get the latest news (at least the latest official news) on the implementation of gun laws 
and regulations.  Another helpful site is www.shooters.com.  This full-featured site has 
everything from gun ads, to links, to news.
 In addition to web sites, the internet has other helpful information and news for gun 
activists.  Newsgroups are one such resource and have been around for quite some time.  
Unfortunately, newsgroups require you to sort through ads and conversation replies, 
but they can be some of the best sources for up-to-date information.  Newsgroups are 
usually accessed through your web browser.
 One free tool that I recommend to all internet activists is a good browser.  I strongly urge 
you to download the latest edition of either Netscape or Microsoft’s browser.  I prefer the 
features of the Microsoft Internet Explorer 4.0.  You can download either browser for free 
from Netscape or Microsoft.  In our next article we will examine what could be the future 
of the gun rights movement on the web - Internet community sites.  Just imagine getting 
free web-based e-mail at yourname@gunrights.org and specialized internet chat about 
gun rights issues in your home state!  Until then, visit our site at ccrkba.org .-  Kevin H. 
Watson


