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 John Michael Snyder, CCRKBA Public Affairs Director, urges CCRKBA Members 
and Supporters and all other law-abiding firearms owners throughout the United 
States to request their own U. S. Representative to cosponsor H. R. 339, the proposed 
Right to Safety and Personal Protection Act.
 Snyder, named “the dean” of gun lobbyists by both THE WASHINGTON POST 
and THE NEW YORK TIMES, says H .R. 339, introduced by Rep. Clifford B. Stearns 
of Florida, a CCRKBA Gun Rights Defender 
of the Month Awardee, is a federal reciproc-
ity measure which, if enacted, would allow 
a law-abiding citizen with a permit to carry 
a concealed firearm issued by any state to 
carry the gun in any state.
 Snyder, designated “a champion of the 
right to self-defense” by THE WASHING-
TON TIMES, says “legislation allowing 
law-abiding citizens to carry concealed 
firearms is both proper and popular.  Doz-
ens of states have enacted such measures 
applicable within their jurisdictions.  Schol-
arly research, such as that conducted by 
Professor John R. Lott, Jr. of the University 
of Chicago Law School, shows that the en-
actment of such laws is a factor which leads 
to a reduction in rates of violent crime.
 “It’s time that Congress recognize the 
social benefits of CCW laws and enact 
legislation such as that proposed by Con-
gressman Stearns.  It’s time for a massive, all-out national push for the Stearns bill.  
It’s time for law-abiding firearms owners and all who want to see innocent people 
protected from barbaric violent criminals to let themselves be counted as standing 
firm for the right to self-defense, for law and order, for justice.
 “It’s time to get moving on H. R. 339.  It’s time to let Members of Congress know 
that you support this measure and that your U. S. Representative should cosponsor 
it.”
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 Alan M. Gottlieb, CCRKBA Chairman, 
testified last month in support of a fire-
arms safe storage bill.  He presented his 
testimony before the House Law and 
Justice Committee of the Washington 
State Legislature.
 Gottlieb stated he supported an un-
amended bill introduced by Rep. Ida 
Ballasiotes “relating to the safe storage 
of firearms.
 “This bill is the result of months of 
many meetings and hard work of a 
number of diverse groups who have put 
many differences aside to come up with a 
proposal that encourages safe storage of 
firearms aimed at increasing child safety 

while at the same time protecting the 
rights of gun owners to access firearms 
for self-defense in a manner they feel is 
best suited to their needs.
 “I support this bill because under 
current law a gun owner who stores 
or leaves a loaded firearm in a location 
where the person knows, or reasonably 
should know, that a child is likely to gain 
access, and a child obtains possession of 
the firearm that results in death or injury, 
could be prosecuted.
 “The Ballasiotes bill (HB 2078) creates 
exemptions to prosecution if the loaded 
firearm is stored properly, supervised by 
an adult, obtained by unlawful entry, 

or the child’s access to the firearm is in 
accordance with the provisions of RCW 
chapter 9.41.042.
 “In addition, this bill does not mandate 
how or where a firearm must be stored.  
Gun owners still have the freedom of 
choice what for best suits their needs of 
self-defense.
 “The bill also establishes uniform 
Department of Licensing issued signs 
for gun dealers to post to encourage 
responsible gun storage.
 “I am not in support of any other bills 
dealing with the storage of firearms or 
child access prevention legislation.”

gottlieb teStifieS on
gun Safe Storage bill
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 Don Remington Carlson of Seattle, 
Washington is the designated recipient 
of the CCRKBA Gun Rights Defender of 
the Month Award for April.
 Carlson is a long-time member of 
CCRKBA, the Second Amendment 
Foundation and Washington Arms Col-
lectors, and is a Benefactor Member of 
the National Rifle Association of America.
 CCRKBA chose Carlson as this month’s 
Awardee for his tireless dedication to 
preserve, protect and defend our pre-
cious constitutional freedom to own and 
possess private firearms.  His relentless 
efforts have been above and beyond the 
call of duty.
 In nominating Carlson for the Award, 
John C. Barnett, Jr., CCRKBA Member-
ship Services Coordinator, stated that 
“Doc has risen from the masses and has 
become an example to all, as to what the 
true definition of grass roots activism can 
be.  
 “He has emerged as a competent media 
source speaking for the individual gun 
owner in Washington State and across the 
Nation on dozens of radio and television 
programs and in countless newspaper 
articles.  
 “He often has served as a lone voice 
against the gun grabbers when CCRKBA 
staff members are tied up temporarily on 
other important interviews and strategy 
sessions.
 “In fact, Carlson is the founder, writer, 
director, executive producer and star 
of the only weekly live pro-gun public 
access cable television program in the 

country.  He has more than 10,000 shows 
under his belt.  After a broadcast, Doc 
routinely will receive hundreds of phone 
calls and inquiries from gun owners 
across the greater Seattle metropolitan 
area.  As a result of his television show, 
CCRKBA’a national headquarters often 
lights up with people requesting infor-
mation or joining up right on the spot.
 “I believe that Doc’s mission and pur-
pose behind the long hours of prepara-
tion required for hosting a one man 
weekly television show is to motivate 
and encourage the gun owner to do 
more than just sending in membership 
dues.  If people want to enhance their 
level of activism one of the first things to 
look for is one of the regional CCRKBA 
Leadership Training Conferences com-

ing soon to your area.  With almost 30 
of these events already conducted, one 
is sure to be in your area right around 
the corner.”
 Born April 20, 1952 in Seattle, Wash-
ington, Doc Carlson graduated in 1970 
from Nathan Hale High School in Seattle.
 He served for seven years in the United 
States Air Force as a member of the Spe-
cial Operations Group, as a Weapons 
Specialist and as a Military Policeman.  
He left military service in 1977 with a 
rank as an E-6.
 He graduated from the University of 
Maryland with a liberal arts degree in 
1975.
 Barnett said that now Doc, “in addition 
to his many grass roots media appear-
ances, is a precinct committee officer in 
his local area.
 “Doc is and has been one of the most 
dedicated volunteers with whom I have 
had the high privilege of working.  He 
has spent countless hours working at 
gun shows, pro-gun rights events and 
political campaigns, as well as countless 
other functions.  I can recall many occa-
sions when Doc would go so far as even 
to take his vacation time from work.  He 
would rely on public transportation.  He 
would spend hours in miserable weather 
conditions just so that he would be on 
hand to offer his help and expertise for 
a particular event.
 “Frequently, one day can be as long 
as 18 hours when you factor in transit 
time and the event itself.  When the call 
goes out, though, Doc is always there.  I 

carlSon of Seattle
the ccrkba awardee
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	 In	 Washington,	 D.	 C.,	 CCRKBA	
announced	 its	 firm	 and	 determined	
opposition	to	H.	R.	787,	by	Rep.	Major	
R.	Owens	of	New	York,	to	prohibit	the	
manufacture,	importation,	exportation,	
sale,	 purchase,	 transfer,	 receipt,	 pos-
session	 or	 transfer	 of	 handguns	 and	
handgun	ammunition.		
	 CCRKBA	indicated	it	also	opposes	
H.R.	788,	by	Rep.	Hastings,	to	expand	
the	powers	of	BATF	to	regulate	the	manu-
facture,	distribution	and	sale	of	firearms	
and	 ammunition,	 and	 to	 expand	 the	
jurisdiction	of	BATF	to	include	firearms	
products	and	nonpowder	firearms.
	 Both	H.	R.	787	and	H.	R.	788	were	
referred	to	the	House	Committee	on	the	
Judiciary.

	 A	legislative	attempt	to	require	so-
called	handgun	safety	locks	has	been	
mounted	in	Congress.
	 In	 the	 Senate,	 for	 instance,	 Sen.	
Herbert	H.	Kohl	of	Wisconsin	introduced	
S.	428,	which	would	require	the	inclu-
sion	 of	 trigger	 locks	 when	 licensees	
sell	handguns	to	non-licensees.		It	also	
would	require	the	inclusion	of	a	printed	
handgun	safety	warning	when	handguns	
are	sold.		
	 Referred	to	the	Senate	Committee	
on	the	Judiciary,	it	includes	Sens.	Bar-
bara	Boxer	of	California,	John	Chafee	
of	Rhode	Island	and	Richard	Durbin	of	
Illinois	as	cosponsors.
	 In	 the	 House	 of	 Representatives,	
Rep.	Charles	E.	Schumer	of	New	York	
introduced	H.	R.	1047,	which	is	similar	to	
S.	428.		Referred	to	the	House	Committee	
on	the	Judiciary,	its	cosponsors	include	
Reps.	 Thomas	 Barrett	 of	 Wisconsin,	
John	Conyers	of	Michigan,	Jim	Davis	
of	Illinois,	Diana	DeGette	of	Colorado,	
Bob	Filner	of	California,	Patrick	Kennedy	
of	Rhode	Island,	William	Lipinski	of	Illi-
nois,	Zoe	Lofgren	of	California,	Thomas	
Manton	of	New	York,	Carolyn	McCarthy	
of	New	York,	Eleanor	Holmes	Norton	of	
the	District	or	Columbia,	John	Edward	
Porter	of	Illinois,	Jose	Serrano	of	New	
York	and	Sidney	Yates	of	Illinois.
	 Also	 in	 the	House,	Rep.	Earl	Blu-
menauer	introduced	H.	R	814	and	Rep.	
Juanita	Millender-McDonald	introduced	

 







	

H.	R.	1074,	which	were	referred	to	the	
Judiciary	Committee.
	 In	 the	 meantime,	 President	 Bill	
Clinton	directed	all	federal	agencies	to	
require	safety	locks	with	every	handgun	
issued	to	a	law	enforcement	agency.

	 	 	

	 Early	last	month,	President	ordered	
BATF	to	tighten	a	regulation	requiring	
legal	immigrants	to	prove	that	they	have	
been	residents	of	the	state	in	which	they	
wish	to	buy	a	gun	for	at	least	90	days.
	 The	 tightening	 will	 require	 pro-
spective	buyers	to	attest	that	they	are	
residents	of	the	state	in	which	they	wish	
to	buy	a	gun.		Clinton	specified	that	all	
immigrants	prove	 their	 residences	by	
photo	identification	and	documents	like	
utility	bills.
	 Clinton	also	indicated	he	supports	
legislation	that	would	ban	foreign	visitors	
from	buying	or	carrying	firearms,	with	
certain	exceptions,	such	as	foreigners	in	
the	country	for	hunting	trips	or	firearms	
competitions.
	 Among	 the	 legislative	 proposals	
introduced	to	this	effect	are	S.	380,	by	
Sens.	Richard	Durbin	of	Illinois,	Edward	
Kennedy	of	Massachusetts	and	Herbert	
Kohl	of	Wisconsin,	which	was	referred	
to	the	Senate	Judiciary	Committee,	and	
H.	R.	844,	by	Rep.	Alcee	Hastings	of	
Florida,	and	H.	R.	949,	by	Reps.	Nita	
Lowey,	Eliot	Engel	and	Carolyn	McCar-
thy,	all	of	New	York,	which	were	referred	
to	the	House	Judiciary	Committee.

	 In	 Moscow,	 Russia,	 in	 February,	
Mikhail	 T.	Kalashnikov	celebrated	 the	
fiftieth	 anniversary	 of	 the	 AK-47,	 the	
Avtomat	Kalashnikov	which	he	designed	
in	1947.

	 “The	ruling	class	doesn’t	care	about	
public	safety,”	said	former	Sen.	Malcolm	
Wallop	of	Wyoming	last	month.		“Hav-
ing	made	it	very	difficult	for	states	and	
localities	to	police	themselves,	having	
left	ordinary	citizens	with	no	choice	but	
to	protect	themselves	as	best	they	can,	

they	now	try	to	take	our	guns	away.		In	
fact,	 they	 blame	 us	 and	 our	 guns	 for	
crime.	 	This	 is	so	wrong	that	 it	cannot	
be	an	honest	mistake.”		Wallop	is	on	the	
CCRKBA	National	Advisory	Council.

	 	 	 	

	 James	 T.	 McHugh,	 the	 Catholic	
Bishop	of	Camden,	New	Jersey,	in	1974	
as	director	of	the	Family	Life	Division	of	
the	U.	S.	Catholic	Conference	came	out	
in	 favor	 of	 registration	 of	 all	 firearms,	
licensing	 of	 all	 gun	 owners,	 special	
licensing	for	handguns	and	a	total	ban	
on	inexpensive	handguns.		He	even	ad-
vocated	the	searching	of	private	homes	
if	necessary	to	enforce	these	measures.
	 Now	 he’s	 in	 line	 for	 appointment	
as	 Archbishop	 of	 Washington,	 D.	 C.	
when	 the	 current	 incumbent	 retires.		
McHugh’s	accession	to	such	a	post	in	
the	Nation’s	Capital	would	be	a	catas-
trophe.		Protests	could	be	sent	to	Most	
Rev.	Agostino	Cacciavillan,	Apostolic	Pro	
Nuncio,	 3339	 Massachusetts	 Avenue,	
N.	W.,	Washington,	 D.	 C.	 20008;	 	 His	
Eminence	 Bernardin	 Cardinal	 Gantin,	
Cardinal	 Prefect,	 the	 Congregation	 of	
Bishops,	Piazza	Pio	XII	10,	00193	Rome,	
Italy;		and	His	Eminence	Alfonso	Cardinal	
Lopez,	President,	Pontifical	Council	for	
the	Family,	Piazza	S.	Ciliate	16,	00153	
Rome,	Italy.

	 The	Army	Material	Command	is	di-
recting	an	inventory	of	all	arms	on	hand	in	
preparation	for	sending	about	90	percent	
of	them	to	destruction	at	Anniston	Arse-
nal,	reports	the	U.	S.	Center	for	Military	
History.		Curators	at	the	Center	had	set	
aside	several	thousand	historically	sig-
nificant	guns,	such	as	M1	Garands,	M1	
carbines,	Krag	rifles	and	carbines,	BAR’s	
and	Thompsons,	for	future	use	by	military	
museums	 in	 their	system.	 	Readers	of	
POINT	BLANK	who	wish	to	voice	their	
concerns	 regarding	 the	 destruction	 of	
these	historic	and	valuable	firearms	could	
write	to	Dave	Cole,	Deputy	Curator	for	
Policy,	US	Army	Center	for	Military	His-
tory,	DAMH-MD,	1099	Fourteenth	Street,	
N.	W.,	Washington,	D.	C.	20005-3402,	or	
telephone	him	at	(202)	761-5373.
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ccrkba defendS handgunnerS
from congreSSional attackS

 John Michael Snyder, CCRKBA Public Affairs Director, lashed out last month against congressional attacks on law-abiding 
handgun owners.
 “There are tens of millions of law-abiding handgun owners in the United States,” said Snyder, “and Senators and Represen-
tatives who work to undermine their ability to own and use these firearms in effect are undermining the right to self-defense, 
the right to defend one’s life and the lives of one’s loved ones and other innocent people from violent criminal attack.”
 Snyder’s comments followed the introduction of a number of anti-handgun owner bills in Congress.  These included H. 
R. 186, by Rep. Alcee Hastings of Florida, H. R. 476, by Rep. Luis Gutierrez of Illinois, H.R. 492, by Rep. Charles E. Schumer 
of New York, all of which were referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary, and S. 70, by Sen. Barbara Boxer of Cali-
fornia, which was referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary.
 H.R. 186, the proposed Handgun Registration Act of 1997, in what Snyder said he thought “constitutes an obvious infringe-
ment on the principle of States’ rights as well as on the right to keep and bear arms,” would require the States to mandate 
handgun registration and, at the same time, create a fallback federal handgun registration system just in case certain States 
fail to meet federal standards.
 Penalties would include fines of as much as $250,000 or imprisonment for not less than 15 years, or both.
 H. R. 476 would prohibit the possession or transfer of “non-sporting” handguns.  
 It would define “non-sporting handgun” as a firearm which is designed to be fired by the use of a single hand and is not a 
“sporting handgun” and any combination of parts from which a firearm which is designed to be fired by the use of a single 
hand can be assembled.
 It would define “sporting handgun” as a firearm which is designed to be fired by the use of a single hand and which the 
Treasury Department has determined to be of a type generally recognized as particularly suitable for or readily adaptable 
to “sporting purposes.”
 Cosponsors of H.R. 476 include Reps. Neil Abercrombie of Hawaii, Howard L. Berman of California, Ronald V. Dellums 
of California, Eliot Engel of New York, Bob Filner of California, Floyd H. Flake of New York, Jim McDermott of Washington, 
Cynthia McKinney of Georgia, Georgia Miller of California, Jerrold Nadler of New York, Nancy Pelosi of California, Martin 
Olav Sabo of Minnesota, Jose Serrano of New York, Fortney (“Pete”) Stark of California, Lynn Woolsey of California, Albert 
Wynn of Maryland and Sidney R. Yates of Illinois, and Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton of the District of Columbia.
 H. R. 492 and S. 70, identical bills, the proposed American Handgun Standards Act of 1997, the so-called “junk gun” bill, 
would apply the same quality and safety standards to domestically manufactured handguns which currently are applied to 
imported handguns.  
 S. 70 and H.R. 492 would require that all handguns made in the United States conform to the same standards as apply 
currently to imported handguns, and as mandated in the case of imported handguns by the Gun Control Act of 1968.
 Cosponsors of H.R. 492 include Reps. George E. Brown, Jr. of California, Nita M. Lowey of New York, and Fortney (“Pete”) 
Stark of California.
 Cosponsors of S. 70 include Sens. John H. Chafee and Jack Reed of Rhode Island, and Richard Durbin of Illinois.



Page 10 FMarch 1997


