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We in the pro-gun movement
should emphasize the positive social aspects of firearms ownership, John Michael
Snyder, CCRKBA Public Affairs Director, said last month during a firearms legislation seminar held as part of the 1997 Firearms Trade Expo (FTE) at the Atlantic City
Convention Center.
While admitting the law-abiding firearms owning community faces many legislative and political challenges, Snyder said we should emphasize the fact that gun
ownership by law-abiding citizens serves as a deterrent to crime and as a protector
of life and property from criminal attack.
He said also that pro-gun legislators and other public figures should be praised
for their work in support of our cause.
The moderator of the April 9 seminar, Joseph P. Tartaro, President of the Second
Amendment Foundation, cited a letter signed by Ronnie L. Edelman, principal
deputy chief, Terrorism and Violent Crime Section, Criminal Justice Division, U. S.
Department of Justice, as explanatory of the Clinton Administration’s hostile attitude
towards the individual Second Amendment right to keep and bear arms.
“The current state of federal law does not recognize that the Second Amendment
protects the right of private citizens to possess firearms of any type,” writes Edelman.
“Instead, the Second Amendment is deemed to be a collective right belonging to the
state and not to the individual. Accordingly, the Second Amendment is interpreted
by this administration as prohibiting the federal government from preventing a
state government from forming or having a state-recognized militia force. With this
understanding in mind, the source of a citizen’s authority to possess a handgun has
never been particularly identified in American law.”
Other panelists included Neal Knox, First Vice President of the National Rifle Association of America, and Larry Pratt, Executive Director of Gun Owners of America.
One of the recently-introduced federal bills discussed at the seminar is H.R. 1264,
by Rep. Charles E. Schumer of New York, which would prohibit otherwise lawabiding but non-licensed citizens from transporting several firearms from one state
to another.
People at FTE agreed generally the gun grabbers have been unable to show that
states with more liberalized policies on the right to keep and bear arms are more
rather than less prone to criminal violence than other states. Now the gun grabbers
are attempting to argue that the more pro-gun states are the sources of firearms
supply for the other states, and that that’s why those states have the higher violent
crime rates.
However, as Snyder said when interviewed by a reporter recently on H. R. 1264,
if that indeed were the case, the violent crime rates would be higher, not lower, in
the more pro-gun states.
FTE is sponsored by the National Association of Federally Licensed Firearms Deal-
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CCRKBA NOTES ALLEN
GUN CONTROL VETOES
When Governor George Allen of Virginia recently vetoed two gun control
bills passed by the State’s General Assembly, John Michael Snyder, CCRKBA
Public Affairs Director, said the action
demonstrated the Governor’s consistency.
“When Allen ran for Governor,” noted
Snyder, “he ran as a pro-gun rights
spokesman against an anti-gun rights
spokeswoman.
“For one thing, he promoted and
signed into law a revision of the State’s
permit to carry concealed statute so
that now the permits must be issued to
applicants who meet certain definitive
criteria. In this latest action, he has vetoed
two measures which, if allowed to stand,
could well have undermined some of the
rights of law-abiding firearms owners in
Fairfax County, Virginia. He certainly
has demonstrated that he can stand up
against a lot of public pressure to do
just the opposite of what he believes is
proper.”
One bill Allen vetoed would have
barred guns, knives and other weapons from Fairfax County’s recreation
centers. The other would have barred
most people from entering Fairfax police
stations with a firearm.
In his veto message, Allen said that
both bills were “utterly useless” and indicated they would begin “an irrational
patchwork of local laws and ordinances”
dealing with firearms.
“In fact,” wrote Allen to state legislators, “these bills are nothing but placebos,
feel-good measures that sound good but
will accomplish nothing, except to criminalize conduct that is perfectly lawful in
the rest of the Commonwealth.”
The vetoed measures would have
prohibited anyone without a concealed
weapon permit from carrying a firearm
into a Fairfax community center or police
station. Police officers and other law
enforcement officials would have been
exempt. Allen pointed out that the measures would not have deterred someone
intent on committing a crime.
“If the prospect of spending much of
his life in prison,” stated Allen in his veto
message, “does not deter this particular
individual, then why would the threat of
a minor monetary fine deter him? The

obvious answer is: It won’t!”
Paul Moog, Executive Director of the
Northern Virginia Citizens Defense
League, said “Governor Allen has done
the right thing. It only strengthens his
stand as a pro-gun rights statesman.”
Moog, a CCRKBA Gun Rights Defender of the Month Awardee, added that
“Governor Allen is intelligent enough to
see this was not a solution to meet a real
problem. If a kid is causing trouble, it’s
already against the law.”
As expected, the doyenne of the gun
grabbers, Sarah Brady, Chairwoman of
Handgun Control, Inc., blasted Allen.
“Like Pinocchio to Gepetto,” stated
Brady, Allen has let the gun lobby “pull
his strings one more time. Each time it
gets crazier, from concealed weapons on
our state’s streets to guns at rec centers.”
Lt. Gov. Donald S. Beyer, Jr., considered the likely Democratic nominee
this year to succeed Republican George
Allen, stated he would have signed the
bill banning firearms. “I highly support
it,” said Beyer. “There have been many
instances of people bringing guns and
knives into recreation centers. This is a
very reasonable bill that Fairfax County
asked for.”
A spokesman for Governor Allen, Ken
Stroupe, said the bill “would have done
nothing to prevent one who is so determined from entering a youth center and
committing a crime with a gun.” Virginia
law allows adults to carry guns in public
without a concealed weapon permit, as
long as the firearms are not hidden.
A number of local pro-gun individuals
noted it is illegal already for juveniles to
have guns in most circumstances and
argued that gang members would ignore
the proposed law, leaving law-abiding
Virginians at risk, reported THE WASHINGTON POST. They also predicted
that letting Fairfax regulate guns would
open the door to other local weapon
ordinances.
“It was another feel-good law, one
that people could point to with pride,”
said Richard G. Hurlburt of Annandale,
Virginia, “but I am not sure that it would
make any difference.”
Attorney General James S. Gilmore, the
likely Republican nominee to succeed
Allen, at first refused to say whether he

would have signed the bill.
Gilmore’s spokesman, Mark Miner,
said Gilmore could not comment on the
bill because of a pending matter: Delegate John H. “Jack” Rust, Jr. of Fairfax
has asked the attorney general to study
other solutions to problems with guns
at Fairfax community centers. Later,
however, Gilmore said he would have
signed it.
Subsequently, a move last month in the
state Senate to overturn Allen’s veto of
the bill which would have banned guns
in Fairfax County recreation centers
failed.
After the veto over-
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CCRKBA PRAISES WASHINGTON
“PISTOL PACKING GRANDMAS”
CCRKBA noted recently with enthusiasm a stunning self-defense with a
handgun exploit by two Washington
State “pistol packing grandmas.”
In Seattle, Ken Jacobson, CCRKBA
Executive Director, praised the ladies for
their courage, saying the two women,
with the use of a handgun, “demonstrated, once again, the beneficial effects
of handgun ownership by law-abiding
citizens.”
Jacobson added that “if more people
realized the good purposes to which
handguns may be put, there would be
less public support generally for legislative proposals which infringe upon the
right of individual law-abiding citizens
to keep and bear arms. There would
be more support for public policies
recognizing and endorsing the owning
and carrying of firearms by law-abiding
citizens.”
In Grant County, the grandmother
who actually toted the handgun and her
friend were honored on Friday, February
14, St. Valentine’s Day, for scaring off a

band of would-be burglars from their
home. The attempted burglary occurred
near Moses Lake, Washington the previous Tuesday, reported Randy Bracht of
the GRANT COUNTY JOURNAL.
Sheriff Wiester said that Dorothy
Cunningham and Marty Killinger will
be known as the “pistol packing grandmas.” He presented the two amiable,
white-haired ladies with a plaque “for
appropriate action in the face of danger.”
Cunningham and Killinger were at
their residence on Road 3-NE around
11 p.m. when three boys, ages 15 and
16, came to the back door and asked to
use the phone. 		
Two of the boys
came into the house while one stayed on
the back porch.
One of the teens then ordered Killinger
to get the keys to a car parked outside,
or he would kill her, said Sheriff Wiester.
Faced with this threat, Cunningham
said she slipped off to her bedroom,
retrieved her Luger handgun, and confronted the intruders, who then fled
outside. They kept running as Cunning-

ham fired four shots in the air over their
heads.
“That got their attention,” commented
Sheriff Wiester.
“It sent a clear message to criminals
that senior citizens won’t tolerate this
type of behavior from young punks.”
Since the suspects had torn out their
telephone line, Killinger went to a
neighbor’s house and called police. The
police then arrested the three juveniles
and another suspect, 20-year-old Jeffrey
J. Strickland.
All four suspects are from Moses Lake,
and two of the three teens have extensive
criminal histories, said Sheriff Wiester.
Cunningham said she has been handling guns since she was a little girl,
growing up in the wilds of the Tetons,
and later going on hunting, fishing and
target shooting excursions with her
husband.
Cunningham said she remained fairly
calm during the burglary incident, but
admitted that she needed some help
reloading her handgun after the incident.

POLICE QUESTION LAUTENBERG LAW
In the continuing controversy surrounding the now notorious Lautenberg
Amendment, the National Association
of Chiefs of Police (NACOP) has written
every U. S. Senator and Representative
questioning the law’s constitutionality.
“Last fall as a part of the Omnibus
Appropriations Bill,” wrote NACOP
President George H. Vuilleumier, Jr. in
March, “a section was added that, in
general, prohibits ownership of any firearm by any person who may have been
convicted of any misdemeanor which
might come under the classification of
domestic violence. The BATF has since
sent its broad interpretation of that law
to the nation’s law enforcement agencies
and asked them to enforce it.
“We have enclosed a survey of 18,000
police chiefs and sheriffs which shows
that more than 89.4 percent of the police
community favors a test in the courts
to see if the law as written meets the
demands of the Constitution.
“Our legal staff feels that the law cannot

be made retroactive prior to September
30, 1996, its date of passage. For that
reason alone it fails to meet the demands
of the Constitution. Nearly 86 percent
of the police agencies stated that their
records do not reflect these misdemeanor
convictions, and therefore the law would
be difficult, if not impossible, to enforce.
“We estimate, based on this survey,
that 10 percent of law enforcement officers would be dismissed as a result of
this law. That could be as many as 70,000
law enforcement officers. That number
does not include security officers or those
persons in the Armed Forces.
“Seventy-six point three percent of
law enforcement feel that public hearings should be held if this bill is to be
amended or held to be unconstitutional.
“In a recent book, I LOVE A COP by
Dr. Ellen Kirschman, the author states
in Chapter Nine, ‘Domestic Abuse - The
Best Kept Secret Shame of Policing,’ that
domestic violence in police families is
more common than we think and is rarely

talked about, until it makes headlines.
“We agree that there needs to be a
law which addresses this issue, and
we most definitely do not believe law
enforcement officers should be exempt.
On the contrary, since they enforce the
law, police officers should be held to a
higher standard of conduct...
“What most law enforcement agencies are saying is that, because the law
was passed without public hearings or
consideration of the total effect on the
whole nation, it needs to be reviewed.
“A bad law is a bad law. Period.”
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CCRKBA RENEWS CALL FOR
LAW COMMISSION FUNDING
John Michael Snyder, CCRKBA Public Affairs Director, and representatives of more
than a dozen other groups last month urged
Congress to fund the Commission on the
Advancement of Federal Law Enforcement.
In their April 2 letter, the representatives stated “we are a diverse group of
organizations writing to urge funding for
the Commission on the Advancement of
Federal Law Enforcement (“Commission”).
The Commission was established by Section 806 of the Antiterrorism and Effective
Death Penalty Act of 1996 (Pub. L. 104-132,
April 24, 1996). It was originally given a
two-year mandate which began to run
on August 2, 1996. Although funding for
the Commission was initially included in
the Fiscal Year 1997 appropriations bill for
the Departments of Commerce, Justice,
State and the Judiciary, that funding was
stripped from the bill immediately prior
to enactment. With eight months of the
two-year period given the Commission to
do its important work already elapsed, the
need for funding is quite urgent.”
With their April 2 letter to congressional
leaders, Snyder and the other representatives of the various groups enclosed copies
of previous letters which they had sent to
Congress. They reiterated “the Commission is charged with looking at federal law
enforcement policies and procedures and,
among other things, making recommendations to Congress to improve coordination
among federal law enforcement agencies,
to enhance their accountability, and to
prevent further law enforcement abuse.
Our organizations first came together to
urge the establishment of such a commission empowered to examine long standing
systemic abuses resulting from federal law
enforcement policies and practices.”
They wrote that “since we sent those
letters, a series of federal law enforcement
irregularities have served to underline
the need for a commission on federal law
enforcement abuse. These developments
demand a comprehensive review in order
to help restore public confidence in federal
law enforcement.”
In conclusion, they wrote “we urge you,
therefore, to assure funding for the Commission on the Advancement of Federal
Law Enforcement in Fiscal Year 1998 and
1999 appropriations for Commerce, Justice,
State and the Judiciary, or in any emergency
supplemental appropriations. We also urge
you to extend the two-year mandate of the

Commission to ensure that it has enough
time to do its important work.”
In addition to Snyder, those signing the
letter to congressional leaders included
Gregory T. Nojeim, Legislative Counsel to
the American Civil Liberties Union; Joyce
D. Miller, Director of the Community Relations Division of the American Friends
Service Committee; A. R. Al-Amoudi,
Executive Director of the American Muslim
Council; James J. Zogby, Executive Director of the Arab American Institute; Eric E.
Sterling, President of the Criminal Justice
Policy Foundation; Cheryl Epps, Director
of Government Affairs of the Drug Policy
Foundation; Larry Pratt, Executive Director of Gun Owners of America; Mark A.
Gissiner of the International Association
for Civilian Oversight of Law Enforcement;
James J. Fotis, Executive Director of the Law
Enforcement Alliance of America; Leslie
Hagin, Legislative Director and Counsel
to the National Association of Criminal
Defense Lawyers; Ronald E. Hampton,
Executive Director of the National Black
Police Association; Kit Gage, Washington
Representative of the National Committee
Against Repressive Legislation; Tanya K.
Metaksa, Executive Director of the National
Rifle Association Institute for Legislative
Action; Joseph P. Tartaro, President of the
Second Amendment Foundation; and
Nancy Ross of Ross & Green.
Snyder and the others addressed the letter to Sen. Judd Gregg of New Hampshire,
Chairman of the Senate Appropriations
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, State
and the Judiciary, Sen. Ernest Hollings
of South Carolina, the Ranking Minority

Member of that Subcommittee, Rep. Harold
Rogers of Kentucky, the Chairman of the
House Appropriations Subcommittee on
Commerce, Justice, State and the Judiciary,
and Rep. Alan Mollohan of West Virginia,
the Ranking Minority Member of that
Subcommittee.
They sent copies of the letter to Sen.
Trent Lott of Mississippi, the Senate Majority Leader, Sen. Tom Daschle of South
Dakota, the Senate Minority Leader, Rep.
Newt Gingrich of Georgia, the Speaker of
the House of Representatives, Rep. Richard
A. Gephardt of Missouri, the House Minority Leader, Sen. Ted Stevens of Alaska, the
Chairman of the Senate Appropriations
Committee, Sen. Robert Byrd of West
Virginia, the Ranking Minority Member
of that Committee, Rep. Bob Livingston
of Louisiana, the Chairman of the House
Appropriations Committee, Rep. David
Obey of Wisconsin, the Ranking Minority
Member of that Committee, all members
of the House and Senate Appropriations
Subcommittees on Commerce, Justice,
State and the Judiciary, and United States
Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist.
Snyder urged all CCRKBA Members
and Supporters to contact their own U. S.
Senators and Representatives and let them
know what they think about the request
for funding of the Commission.

SNYDER ADDRESS A VITAL SPEECH
VITAL SPEECHES OF THE DAY recently published the text of an address by
John Michael Snyder, CCRKBA Public Affairs Director, to the Northern Virginia
Citizens Defense League.
In the same issue, it published speeches by Alan Greenspan, Chairman of the
Federal Reserve Board, Robert E. Allen, Chairman of AT&T, Michael J. Gerhardt,
Dean of Case Western Reserve University Law School, Frederick W. Smith, Chairman of Federal Express, and Maurice Myers, President of the Eastman Chemical
Corporation.
Snyder, named the “dean” of gun lobbyists by both THE NEW YORK TIMES and
THE WASHINGTON POST, declared “the right to self-defense and the ability of
law-abiding citizens to exercise that right is of great benefit to society at large.”
“Let’s see to it,” he added, “that the right of law-abiding citizens to keep and bear
arms, the right to self-defense, the right to protect our society from violent, brutal,
predatory criminals, the right to preserve, protect and defend innocent life itself,
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CCRKBA ENDORSES BILL TO
REPEAL SEMIAUTO GUN BAN
CCRKBA has endorsed a congressional
bill to repeal all federal laws outlawing
semiautomatic firearms and large ammunition feeding devices, John Michael
Snyder, CCRKBA Public Affairs Director,
announced.
In 1994, during the Second Session
of the 103rd Congress, the government
enacted the Clinton ban on certain semiautomatic firearms and ammunition.
Last year, during the Second Session
of the 104th Congress, the House of Representatives passed a measure to repeal
the ban, but the Senate never voted on
the measure.
Now, during the First Session of the
105th Congress, Rep. Ron Paul of Texas
has introduced the proposed Second
Amendment Restoration Act of 1997,
H. R. 1147, which would repeal all such
currently effective federal laws.
It has been referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.
“The Second Amendment,” said
Congressman Paul, refers to “the right
of all Americans to keep and bear arms.
For far too long liberals have used scare
tactics to promote their vision of a world
in which only gang-land hoodlums
and government agents are allowed to
own guns. This legislation is one step
toward restoring the right of Americans
to protect themselves, their family and
their property.”
Rep. Paul declared that “in their efforts to outlaw weapons the liberals and
their friends in Hollywood make the
guns seem scary. In reality, this class of
weapon is rarely used in crime and more
than two-thirds of the law enforcement
agency heads say law-abiding citizens
should be able to own any type of firearms they wish.”
He said the issue is one of personal
security for the millions of law-abiding
citizens around the country. “By casually dismissing our constitutionallyguaranteed civil liberties,” he added,
“many lives have been lost because the
criminals were armed and the citizens
were defenceless. This trend of grabbing
guns from law-abiding men and women
must end.”
In announcing CCRKBA’s endorsement of H. R. 1147, Snyder asked
CCRKBA Members and Supporters to

contact their own U. S. Representatives
and ask them to become cosponsors
of the bill. So far, Reps. Tom Coburn
of Oklahoma, Barbara Cubin of Wyoming, John Doolittle of California, Jim
Gibbons of Nevada, Virgil Goode of
Virginia, Wally Herger of California,
John Hostettler of Indiana, Ron Lewis
of Kentucky, Joe Skeen of New Mexico
and Don Young of Alaska already have
signed on as cosponsors.
H. R. 1147, in enacted into law, would
stipulate that the Second Amendment
protects the rights of individual persons
to keep and bear arms, including semiautomatic firearms.
It would declare in a segment of the
bill on findings that “Article I, Section 8
of the United States Constitution grants
Congress no authority to enact gun control legislation. For example, in United
States v. Lopez (1995), the Supreme
Court struck down a gun control law
on the grounds that the Congress did
not have authority under the Commerce
Clause to enact such legislation.”
It would recall “the United States Senate Subcommittee on the Constitution
reported in 1982 that, ‘In the Militia Act
of 1792, the second Congress defined
<militia of the United States> to include
almost every free male in the United
States. These persons were obligated by
law to possess a (military style) firearm
and a minimum supply of ammunition
and military equipment...There can be
little doubt from this that when the
Congress and the people spoke of the
<militia>, they had reference to the
traditional concept of the entire populace capable of bearing arms, and not to
any formal group such as what is today
called the National Guard.’”
It would recall also “the Supreme
Court stated in United States v. Miller
(1939) that ‘The Militia comprised all
males physically capable of acting in
concert for the common defense...(and)
when called for service, these men were
expected to appear bearing arms supplied by themselves and the kind in
common use at the time.’”
H. R. 1147 would state categorically
that “high capacity semiautomatic firearms are excellent for self-defense.
These firearms are the very guns which

Korean merchants used to defend themselves during the 1992 Los Angeles riots.
These firearms proved to be extremely
useful to the Koreans, as their stores were
left standing while other stores around
them were burned to the ground.”
It also would state categorically “semiautomatic weapons are not the guns most
frequently used in crime. The Bureau
of Justice statistics reported in 1993 that
violent criminals only carry or use a
‘military-type gun’ in about one percent
of the crimes nationwide.”
It would state “tracing is not a reliable
indicator of which guns are used in crime,
and is thus a poor indicator of how often
so-called semiautomatic weapons are
misused. The Congressional Research
Service reported in 1993 that ‘firearms
selected for tracing do not constitute a
random sample and cannot be considered
representative of the larger universe of
all firearms used by criminals.’”
It would stipulate “agents from the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
(BATF) have themselves stated that ‘BATF
does not always know if a firearm being
traced has been used in a crime.’ For
example in 1989 in Los Angeles, ‘assault
rifles’ represented approximately only
three percent of guns seized, but 19 percent of gun traces.”
It would recall “the National Association of Chiefs of Police found in its 1992
poll that 66.7 percent of law enforcement
agency heads agree that ‘law-abiding
citizens should have the right to purchase any type of firearm (including
semiautomatic weapons) for sport or
self-defense under state laws that now
exist.’ Moreover, the same poll found
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MARYLAND ACTIVIST
THE CCRKBA AWARDEE

Sanford M. Abrams of Silver Spring,
Maryland is the designated recipient of
the CCRKBA Gun Rights Defender of
the Month Award for May.
In nominating Abrams for the Award,
John Michael Snyder, CCRKBA Public Affairs Director, said “I have known Sandy
for a good number of years and always
have found him to be a hard-working,
dedicated and articulate spokesman
for the individual right of law-abiding
citizens to keep and bear arms.
“Many of the political powers that be
in Maryland and in some of its localities
are narrow-minded and vociferously
anti-gun owner. This makes things especially difficult for pro-gun spokesmen
such as Sandy, but he always has risen
to the challenge. He has not backed
down in the face of the anti-gun powers
in the State. He consistently has sought
to educate the public on the rectitude of
the pro-gun owner position.
“In time, let us hope his efforts and the
efforts of others like him prevail. In the
meantime, he is most deserving of this
Award in recognition of his outstanding
efforts in support of the right to keep and
bear arms.”
A lifelong Maryland resident, Sandy
Abrams, 48, currently is Vice President of
the Maryland Licensed Firearms Dealers
Association, Inc. It was founded 10 years
ago as an industry trade association.
A manufacturers’ representative in
the firearms field, he is listed in WHO’S

WHO IN SALES AND MARKETING.
Sandy is President of RSM, Inc., which is
trading in Baltimore, Maryland as Valley
Gun.
Sandy received higher education at
Baltimore City College and the University of Maryland at College Park and
spent six years in the Army Reserve.
He serves as Executive Producer of the
Charlton Heston Celebrity Shoot. He also
is a member of the Governor’s Executive
Advisory Council of the Weapons Abuse
Reduction Committee. His own shooting
preferences are handguns and sporting
clays.
In one of his more recent battles for the
pro-gun owner cause, Sandy took issue
with a move in the Montgomery County,
Maryland Council to, as he puts it in a
hard-hitting letter to THE WASHINGTON POST, “ban gun shops and even
the mere possession of firearms within
100 yards of what appears to be most of
the county. The use of the phrase ‘places
of public assembly’ could be interpreted
to mean almost anything: a pizza parlor,
a McDonald’s or anywhere more than
two people congregate. Most gun shops
already ban minors from entering their
establishments without their parents,
since there is little for them to purchase
there.
“Even more insidious is that this bill
effectively would ban all firearm hunting in the county. If you can not possess
a firearm in any park in the county, no

hunting can take place. I believe that it is
the intent of some of the sponsors of this
bill to ban the use of firearms in hunting,
target shooting and self defense. My Izzak Walton League Chapter would close
down, since Seneca Creek State Park is
across the street. Any firearms retailer, including Wal-Mart and Sports Authority,
would be forced to vacate their premises
and move if anyone opened a day care
center next door. In my own home, I
could not possess a self defense firearm
if a religious sect bought the house next
door and started church services. This
is an unfair and unreasonable approach
to a problem that the council and police
readily admit does not even exist.
“The push for this legislation started
because Art Harris, a member of our association, dared to pursue his dream of
being a purveyor of high quality hunting
firearms and accessories in Bethesda.
Outside his door are two benches and a
light pole that someone claims is a public
park. The county council will now attempt to ruin Mr. Harris financially and
run him out of town on a rail. This,
after first approving every permit and
license application he made. They knew
exactly what he would be selling. ‘The
Gentleman Hunter’ could not describe
any other type of retail establishment.
In fact, a representative of the county’s
economic development department cut
the ribbon on the opening day of his
establishment. Now he is faced with
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In Congress, support for H. R. 339,
the proposed Right to Safety and Personal Protection Act introduced by Rep.
Cliff Stearns of Florida, is growing.  The
measure would allow a citizen who has
a permit to carry a concealed firearm in
any state to carry that gun in any state.
Cosponsors now include Reps.
Spencer Bachus of Alabama, James
Barcia of Michigan, Bob Barr of Georgia, Roscoe Bartlett of Maryland, Ed
Bryant of Tennessee, Jim Bunning of
Kentucky, Barbara Cubin of Wyoming,
Terry Everett of Alabama, Virgil Goode
of Virginia, Porter Goss of Florida, Ralph
Hall of Texas, James Hansen of Utah,
Van Hilleary of Tennessee, Earl Hilliard
of Alabama, Tim Holden of Pennsylvania,
John Hostettler of Indiana, Ron Lewis of
Kentucky, David McIntosh of Indiana,
John Murtha of Pennsylvania, Bob Ney
of Ohio, Charles Norwood of Georgia,
John Peterson of Pennsylvania, Charles
Pickering of Mississippi, Nick Rahall of
West Virginia, Bob Riley of Alabama,
Pete Sessions of Texas, Bob Stump of
Arizona, Gene Taylor of Mississippi and
Don Young of Alaska.
If your own U. S. Representative is
not on this Honor Roll, contact him or
her and request that he or she get on it!


In the Everett, Washington HERALD
and in other   newspapers, political
columnist John Carlson commended
Alan M. Gottlieb, CCRKBA Chairman,
for supporting House Bill 2078 in the
State Legislature.  The proposal would
hold someone responsible for committing a misdemeanor if he or she stored
a loaded weapon so recklessly that a
child in the house got hold of it without
the owner’s permission or supervision.
Wrote Carlson:  “The one page bill
is clear and straightforward.  It does not
prescribe a litany of rules and regulations that gun owners must comply
with.   It simply states that if someone
stores a loader weapon where a child
(15 and under) is likely to gain access
and the child actually gets possession
of it, the adult has committed a gross
misdemeanor offense...

“‘There is no way that you and I can
defend irresponsible gun owners who
leave loaded guns on the kitchen table so
that unsupervised six-year-olds can blow
their sibling’s brains out,’ states Alan Gottlieb, the Chairman of the Citizens Committee who spent months meeting with
liberal and moderate groups to shape
a proposal that protects children from
unnecessary risks.   That, essentially,
sums up the case for the bill.”

ment as a defense to this possession.  
The District Court that heard this defense
agreed and the indictment was quashed,
and held the National Firearms Act is
unconstitutional.
“The federal attorneys appealed this
case to the Supreme Court for the United
States.  Neither Miller nor his attorney
appeared before the Supreme Court to
support the District Court ruling in favor
of Miller.  However, the Supreme Court
went to great length to explain why it
was reversing the District Court and
remanding it back to the District Court
for further proceedings.
In writing in a somewhat sarcastic
“Here is the exact language of the
manner to THE WASHINGTON TIMES Supreme Court, and remember there
about home invasion robberies in was no evidence taken in the District
Montgomery County, Maryland, in sub- Court.  The District Court ruled on this
urban Washington, D. C., Frank Tauss case summarily that the National Fireof Sterling, Virginia, also in suburban arms Act (is) unconstitutional if it restricts
Washington, asked “why is it that these owning or possessing a firearm and
crimes occur in Montgomery County this would include sawed-off shotguns.  
and not in Fairfax County or eastern What the Supreme Court said is this.  
Loudoun County (two Virginia counties ‘In the absence of any evidence tendin suburban Washington), where the ing to show that possession or use of
demographics are roughly the same?
a <shotgun having a barrel less than
“Perhaps we in Virginia owe a debt eighteen inches in length> at this time
of thanks to Adrienne T. Washington.   has some reasonable relationship to
Ms. Washington has pointed out time the preservation of efficiency of a well
and time again in her columns in THE regulated militia, we can not say that
WASHINGTON TIMES that Virginia is the Second Amendment guarantees the
the Wild West of the East Coast, with right to keep and bear such an instrugunslingers ready to blast any miscre- ment.  Certainly it is not within judicial
ant that crosses their path.  What with notice that this weapon is any part of
those gunfights over parking spaces and the ordinary military equipment or that
the gunning down of anyone who looks its use could contribute to the common
remotely suspicious, a hood could get defense.’
hit with a stray bullet.  Better for them to
“We do not know if this court would
stay in Maryland where those sensible have ruled differently if Miller had intropoliticians and bureaucrats keep tighten- duced evidence that sawed-off shotguns
ing the screws on law-abiding citizens are commonly used in trench warfare,
who want to buy or purchase a firearm.   jungle warfare and guard duty.  We do not
It is a much safer working environment.” know if this court would have ruled differently if a sawed-off had been used by an
honorable citizen in repelling a criminal
gang from committing a violent crime.  
If the Supreme Court Justices had any
“There is a legal axiom that bad military experience they probably could
cases make bad law,” writes attorney take judicial notice that sawed-off shotCharles J. Smith of Moline, Illinois.  “The guns are common military weapons, but
1939 Miller v. United States case is a bad they were not about to give this benefit
case because it is a case where Miller, to the bootlegger, Miller, who apparently
a known bootlegger, was arrested with did not have enough interest in the case
a sawed-off shotgun in his possession.   to defend it before the Supreme Court.”
He attempted to use the Second Amend-
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