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CHICAGO TOP COP DOESN’T
BELIEVE IN MAGIC, JUST GUN CONTROL
Chicago Police Supt. Garry McCarthy, weighing in with the press after
that city’s violent Easter weekend, told the CBS affiliate there is “no magic
formula” for reducing the violence, but told the NBC affiliate that “We need
help with the gun laws.”
The Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms has long
criticized Chicago policies about firearms. CCRKBA Chairman Alan Gottlieb
has taken both McCarthy and Mayor Rahm Emanuel to task over the years
because when the going gets tough, they get going…after guns.
When members of two violent street gangs mixed it up and wounded a
3-year-old boy, McCarthy used the incident to gin up his believe that socalled “assault weapons” should be banned.
“If Superintendent McCarthy and his boss, Mayor Rahm Emanuel, want
to make the streets safer,” Gottlieb said at the time, “they should concentrate
their efforts on ridding the city of its criminal element rather than push for
bans on the kinds of firearms that are owned by millions of law-abiding
Americans. Those citizens haven’t hurt anyone, and neither have their guns.
“It’s time for Chicago authorities to face the fact that they’re not going to
get rid of their crime problem until they start getting rid of their criminals,”
Gottlieb said.
Somebody apparently wasn’t listening, because McCarthy told the CBS
affiliate, “There’s no magic formula here. We have a plan, we have a strategy,
and it’s hard work. That’s what it is. … It’s a day-by-day, minute-by-minute
grind, and we’re into busy season. That’s what it is.”
Then, speaking to the NBC affiliate, McCarthy stated, “We need help with
the gun laws. Because, you know, the national average for gun violence,
we’re way above it, as far as murder by gunshot goes. So until such time as
we stem the flow of those guns coming into the city and people start going
to jail for it, we can make progress, which we’ve made, but we not going to
fix this problem without some help from Springfield.”
Emanuel has proposed “comprehensive background checks” on all gun
purchases, but Gottlieb has repeatedly reminded the Chicago mayor, and
other anti-gunners, that street criminals don’t get their guns from legitimate
sources, and certainly will never bother with background checks. He said the
mayor’s contention about background checks was essentially “perpetuation
of an urban myth.”
“If the city could round up every one of these shooters,” Gottlieb said at
the time, “they would find that none of them acquired their guns through
legal channels, and thus were never subject to a background check, and
Emanuel knows it. For him to suggest, much less believe, that his city’s
crime problem would disappear by banning guns and expanding checks
on law-abiding citizens is at best delusional.”
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OLD ROCK = NEW ‘ANTHEM’ FOR
GUN RIGHTS, SAYS CCRKBA
Thirty-eight years ago, the
Michigan-based Grand Funk
Railroad cut a song that recently hit
the right nerve with Alan Gottlieb,
chairman of the Citizens Committee
for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms,
and hordes of CCRKBA members
who have adopted it as an anthem
to gun rights.
The song, “Don’t Let Them Take
Your Gun,” has been dubbed “the
most pro-Second Amendment song
ever.” It has become something of a
favorite with backers of Washington
State’s Initiative 591, a CCRKBAbacked measure that prohibits
government gun confiscation
without due process, and requires
that background checks be done in
accordance with a uniform national
standard.
The song was publicized earlier
this spring by Vincent DeNiro,
editor-in-chief of Prepper and
Shooter magazine. Produced by
rock legend Frank Zappa, the song
appeared on Grand Funk’s “Good
Singin’, Good Playin’” album in
1976. DiNiro sent the story via e-mail
to Gottlieb, who told Point Blank
that he was stunned he had not
previously heard the tune.
The lyrics grabbed his attention like
a five-alarm fire, and he quickly had
DeNiro’s story posted on CCRKBA’s
popular Facebook page. The story
also got attention from TheGunMag.
com, a monthly firearms news
publication that replaced Gun Week
about three years ago, and also was
publicized on Examiner.com.
Featuring lyrics sure to strike a raw
emotional nerve among gun rights
activists, the song notes, “So, if you
want your freedom son, Don’t want
your country to be overrun, You got

to keep America number-one…My
daddy told me son, don’t let ’em
take your gun!”
Gottlieb thinks the song carries
a great musical message that, 38
years after it was first performed,
is relevant to the Evergreen State
initiative campaign.
That initiative is backed by a
coalition of groups that include
hunters, law enforcement
professionals, collectors and
competitors. Protect Our Gun Rights
is the umbrella group that includes
the Washington Arms Collectors,
CCRKBA, Hunters Heritage Council,
Washington State Law Enforcement
Firearms Instructors Association and
Washington State Rifle and Pistol
Association.
Gottlieb also reported that some
key endorsements have been picked
up from law enforcement and
members of both political parties.
Recorded to coincide with the
Bicentennial celebration, “Don’t
Let Them Take Your Gun” was
performed by lead singer Mark
Farner, according to DeNiro’s article.
How Gottlieb never heard of this
song before today is a mystery,
considering that the lyrics note,
“Ohhh, this year is our anniversary.
Two hundred years, people we’ve
been free. Won’t be nobody takin’
over our land, If everybody ’s
brother ’s got a gun in his hand.”
Perhaps best known for its megahit “We’re an American Band,”
Grand Funk Railroad was formed in
1969, and their music blasted across
the airwaves on every rock station
from Portland, Maine to Portland,
Ore. They had other hits, including
“Some Kind of Wonderful” and a
hard rock version of “The Loco-

Motion,” the Carole King song that
rocketed Little Eva to fame a decade
earlier. The Loco-Motion put Grand
Funk at the top of the charts.
If it is true that all political
campaigns need energy, “Don’t Let
Them Take Your Gun” could fire
things up faster than the Energizer
bunny. As the sweet warmth of
spring leads us toward the lazy days
of summer, this no-longer obscure
tune just might be what it takes to
liven up a gun rights battle that
appears to be unfolding across the
nation.
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BLOOMBERG SUGGESTS
HE CAN BUY WAY TO HEAVEN
Former New York Mayor billionaire
Michael Bloomberg’s arrogance
seems fully unleashed now that he
is out of office, as witnessed by his
recent assertion to the New York Times
that he thinks he has earned a spot in
heaven with his campaigns to destroy
the Second Amendment.
The Citizens Committee for the
Right to Keep and Bear Arms has a
different perspective, and said so.
Bloomberg has launched a new
$50 million gun control campaign,
described as “a restructuring of the
gun control groups he funds, Mayors
Against Illegal Guns (MAIG) and
Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense
in America (MDA).” His new group is
“Everytown for Gun Safety,” which
he envisioned as a “grass roots”
organization.
CCRKBA Chairman Alan Gottlieb
observed that “$50 million is hardly
what I’d define as a ‘grass roots’
organization’s operating capital.”
While the small fortune Bloomberg
has invested in the launch of this new
gun control organization was good
for a headline, what really raised
eyebrows was his quote to the Times
about his expectations for the afterlife.
“I am telling you if there is a God,
when I get to heaven I’m not stopping
to be interviewed,” Bloomberg
stated. “I am heading straight in. I
have earned my place in heaven. It’s
not even close.”
The remark raced across the
Internet, bringing a considerable
backlash of ridicule.
“One doesn’t earn his way into
Heaven by trampling on the civil
rights of his fellow citizens,” Gottlieb
observed. “Bloomberg can’t buy
himself a spot inside the Pearly

Gates by using his riches to erode
the freedoms of people who do not
enjoy his affluence.”
The billionaire anti-gunner has
been using his riches to influence
political races in several states,
helping a win in Virginia but suffering
a loss in Colorado. Washington
State, with its dueling initiatives on
guns, appears to be in Bloomberg’s
financial crosshairs.
CCRKBA is part of a true grass roots
coalition supporting Initiative 591 in
Washington. That measure prohibits
government gun confiscation
without due process and also requires
that background checks done in the
state comply with a uniform national
standard.
Bloomberg’s boast about walking
into Heaven caused Gottlieb to
comment, “The next thing we’re
likely to hear from Bloomberg is
that after he waltzes into Heaven,
he intends to replace God and make
himself the new CEO. This man’s
head is growing faster than the halo
he thinks he will be wearing after he
checks out of his earthly environs.
“I have a piece of bad news for
Mr. Bloomberg,” he added. “We’re
certain that if he continues to throw
his money around to deprive honest
citizens of their God-given liberties
and human rights, he’s far more likely
to spend eternity in a place where
it is always hot and there isn’t any
shade.”
Adding injury to insult for
Bloomberg, almost immediately after
he launched the new “Everytown
for Gun Safety” campaign, some
enterprising gun rights activists
registered the name on Facebook and
stated loading it up with genuine gun
safety messages.

Gottlieb continued his jabs at
Bloomberg in an op-ed piece that
appeared on the Newsbuster ’s
website.
Gottlieb noted that Bloomberg’s
claim that his campaigns to destroy
the Second Amendment will pave
the path to heaven “prove just how
arrogant and delusional he has
become with his wealth.”
“The remark is outrageous and
revealing,” Gottlieb wrote.
“Delusional elitism from Michael
Bloomberg is nothing new,” he
added. “The billionaire believes his
anti-Second Amendment crusade
is so important, that he should be
allowed to fund his private gun
control projects and his Mayors
Against Illegal Guns website with
taxpayer money and resources.”
This was in reference to the news
last year when New York newspapers
discovered that Bloomberg’s MAIG
website was being hosted on city
computers.
“Bloomberg has also been on the
record espousing the idea that law
enforcement officers abandon their
posts and go on strike as a way to
pass more gun control,” Gottlieb
reminded readers. “Some opined that
Bloomberg’s rally cry to the police
could be construed as a violation of
New York’s Taylor Law.”
Gottlieb noted that, “Outside some
elite social circles and the mainstream
press, Bloomberg’s anti-gun crusade
hasn’t won him any supporters.
There’s not any unbiased evidence
showing public support for his
rhetoric or his outlandish beliefs.
Case in point, Bloomberg’s anti-gun
groups outspent all gun rights groups
in the 2013 Colorado recall races, but
lost both elections by a large margin.”
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BILL CLINTON HELPS
GIFFORDS ANTI-GUN PUSH
Former President Bill Clinton
was the scheduled headliner at a
major fund-raising event for the
gun control organization Americans
for Responsible Solutions, the
group founded by former Arizona
Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords
and husband, Mark Kelly.
According to Politico, the former
president was the main draw at the
event, hosted by a New York “real
estate mogul.”
Ame rica ns for Responsible
Solutions is one of the top fund

raising gun control organizations in
the country. The Giffords-Kelly Super
PAC had “several quarters of strong
fund raising.” There is no small irony in
the fact that gun control organizations
continue to solicit donations in an
effort to counter what they claim is a
“well-funded gun lobby.”
Giffords and Kelly have been
traveling around the country, touting
various gun control measures,
including so -called “universal
background checks.” Ironically, the
man who shot Giffords in Tucson

three years ago and killed six other
people had cleared a background
check.
Perhaps not surprisingly, as
pointed out frequently by Alan
Gottlieb, chairman of the Citizens
Committee for the Right to Keep
and Bear Arms, most of the
shooters in recent mass attacks
had passed background checks.
Others, specifically Sandy Hook
gunman Adam Lanza and Oregon’s
Clackamas Mall gunman stole the
guns they used.

TWO NEW ENGLAND COLLEGES
TO ARM SECURITY
A pair of colleges in the Northeast
are about to arm their campus police
officers with guns.
In Rhode Island, the president
for the University of Rhode Island
announced a new school policy
allowing for armed campus police,
the Associated Press reported.
According to the report, the school
had been the only public university
in the U.S. whose campus cops were
not armed. The policy change came
as a result of an incident last year,
in which police were called to a
lecture hall at the university after

people claimed they heard someone
say they had a gun. No weapon was
found, but campus officials told the
Associated Press that while campus
police were on scene in a matter of
seconds, they had to wait until armed
city police could get there, which took
about five extra minutes.
The Associated Press reported that
the state’s board of education, in a 2013
vote, allowed the state’s university
presidents the ability to make their
own policies on this issue.
Meanwhile, across the border in
Massachusetts, the board of trustees

For more firearms rights news:
www.ccrkba.org
www.thegunmag.com
www.keepandbeararms.com
www.saf.org
www.womenandguns.com

of Mount Wachusett Community
College, in Gardner, voted recently
to also arm their campus police.
The Sentinel and Enterprise
newspaper of Fitchburg reported
that the board voted in favor of
allowing campus cops to carry
beginning in 2016, after College
President Daniel Asquino had
changed his mind on the subject.
Asquino told the newspaper the
timetable for allowing his campus’s
police to become armed could
change depending on how quickly
all of the officers are certified by
state police to carry sidearms.
The newspaper also reported
that about half of the existing force,
including the department’s chief,
is already certified to carry while
on duty.
According to the Sentinel and
Enterprise, the change also has
received approval from student
leaders at the college.
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RETIRED JUSTICE STEVENS WANTS
TO CHANGE CONSTITUTION
Retired Supreme Court Justice John
Paul Stevens recently demonstrated
why presidential elections are important, as he suggested that the Second
Amendment should be changed so
that the right to keep and bear arms
would only apply to citizens while
serving in a militia.
His recent book, Six Amendments:
How and Why We Should Change the
Constitution, has been raising eyebrows and blood pressure. Justice
Stevens served 35 years on the high
court, and he wrote the dissent in
the 2008 Heller ruling that was demolished by the majority opinion
authored by Justice Antonin Scalia.
The 94-year-old Stevens said in an
interview that he doubts guns could
ever be banned in this country, but
his suggested tweak to the Second
Amendment could leave the nation’s

gun owners vulnerable to all sorts of
state crackdowns, such as are now
happening in New York, Connecticut, California and elsewhere.
CCRKBA Chairman Alan Gottlieb
has, more than once, noted why
elections are important. Those who
are elected president make federal
judicial nominations, and those in
the Senate can confirm or reject those
nominations. So far in his presidency,
Barack Obama has appointed two
justices, Sonya Sotomayor and Elena
Kagan. Both are considered anti-gun.
According to a story in Newsmax,
Stevens contended that a revised
Second Amendment “would merely
prevent arguments being made that
Congress doesn’t have the power
to do what they think is in the best
public interest.”
By that standard, Congress might

also pass legislation infringes on
other rights delineated in the Bill of
Rights.
Justice Stevens, according to Newsmax, also said “he does not believe the
Founding Fathers wanted to provide
for individuals’ rights to bear arms.”
He might get arguments from
CCRKBA members and other gun
rights supporters, along with those
same Founders, who were careful to
include the right to keep and bear
arms after having just won their
independence in a bloody, costly
revolution fought on many fronts,
by many people using their own
firearms.
Mr. Obama still has over two years
remaining in his term, during which
he could name another justice to the
Supreme Court, and continue to appoint judges to the federal bench.

CITIZEN ACTION PROJECT
Senator Dianne Feinstein’s call for a renewed so-called “assault weapon” ban has been met with a
similar call from 82 Congresspersons, all Democrats.
Feinstein is pushing S.150, the bill she filed in January 2013, a month after the Newtown, CT, school
shooting. This bill is similar to the original Feinstein/Clinton gun ban of 1994, with some additional twists.
The most important one is this version has no sunset clause, no automatic expiration date. It also includes
the list of “good guns’ that Feinstein is not willing to go after... for now. So-called “assault weapons”
currently in circulation will be allowed to stay, albeit with additional restrictions on their possession and
use. Feinstein knows better than to try and disarm law-abiding Americans.
Just for the record, AR-15 style rifles, also known as “modern sporting rifles,” are exceptionally accurate and are the fastest selling firearm on the market today.
Not content to leave Feinstein out there by herself during this election year, 82 House Democrats
sent a letter to President Obama asking him to sign an executive order banning the import of similar
firearms.
A ban on domestic manufacture and trade in any firearms must be done by Congress. But the
President controls the import and export of firearms, under the “suitable for sporting use” provision of
the Gun Control Act of 1968, and all it takes is his signature on an executive order to stop imports.
E-mail call or write your elected officials and give them one simple message: “Hands off our guns.”
Contact information for your U.S. Senators and Congressperson may be found at www.senate.gov, www.
house.gov, or in the “Congressional Information” link in the left margin at www.ccrkba.org.
Keep it short, keep it polite, and keep your message clear.
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JOHN JACKSON TAKES STAND,
WINS NEW MEXICO CCW CASE
When John W. Jackson, a New
Mexico resident and Australian
citizen, sought the ability to carry
a concealed handgun for his
personal protection and discovered
that under the state law he was
disallowed because of his citizenship
status, he took the state to court and
won.
For a lot of people.
In a ruling issued by U.S. District
Judge M. Christina Armijo, Jackson
was granted a permanent injunction
against the state’s enforcement of
the “citizen only” concealed carry
law that unfairly discriminated
against permanent legal resident
aliens. Attorney David Sigale, who
represented Jackson in the case, told
him via e-mail, “You have done a
true service.”
“This is a victory not only for Mr.
Jackson, but for all permanent legal

resident aliens who are otherwise
qualified to obtain a concealed
handgun license,” noted Alan Gottlieb,
chairman of the Citizens Committee
for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms.
CCRKBA’s sister organization, the
Second Amendment Foundation,
brought the lawsuit on his behalf.
Jackson, a resident of Rio Rancho,
a community located just north of
Albuquerque, “has demonstrated
that he is a productive member of the
community and certainly did not give
up any right to personal protection
by moving from his country to our
country,” Gottlieb said.
The ruling does not declare the state’s
concealed carry law unconstitutional,
but it does conclude that the remedy
for violating the equal protection
clause is to sever the citizenship
provision from the statute. This can
be done, Judge Armijo said, “without

impairing the remainder ” of the
state’s concealed carry law, which still
requires an applicant to meet all of
the state’s remaining requirements.
After the victory, Gottlieb noted
that “One of the more significant
notations in the ruling was that the
court found New Mexico’s statute
discriminates on the basis of alienage,
and as a result, was subject to strict
scrutiny.”
With the exception of his Australian
citizenship, Jackson met all the
criteria for obtaining a carry license.
Even the state conceded that he
could enjoy the Second Amendment
right to keep and bear arms, they just
didn’t think that included the right
to carry concealed.
For stepping up to the plate,
Jackson has earned recognition as
CCRKBA’s Gun Rights Defender of
the Month.

GOTTLIEB EYES NEW GOV’T AMMO BUYS WITH SUSPICION
When Newsmax reported in April
that alarms were being raised anew
about another round of government
ammunition purchases, this time by
the U.S. Postal Service, Alan Gottlieb,
chairman of the Citizens Committee
for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms,
was more than curious.
He told the news agency that,
“We’re seeing a highly unusual
amount of ammunition being
bought by the federal agencies over
a fairly short period of time. To be
honest, I don’t understand why the
federal government is buying so
much at this time.”
The Postal Service purchase was
for a reported 1.5 million rounds.
Gottlieb was hardly alone in his
skepticism. While he stressed that

he does not “believe in conspiracy
theories,” he was openly mystified
by the amount of ammunition that
various federal agencies have been
buying or at least soliciting bids for.
“The amount of ammunition they’re
buying far exceeds their needs,” he
observed. “It far exceeds what they’ll
use. They’ll never use it.”
So, the question remains, why
would different agencies want to buy
so much ammunition?
Somebelieve,accordingtoNewsmax,
that the Obama administration has
been using ammunition procurement
as a “backdoor mans” of drying up
ammunition supplies and scaling back
gun ownership.
Data kept by the National Shooting
Sports Foundation strongly suggests

that gun ownership has been steadily
climbing for some time. With millions
of new shooters in the consumer
pipeline, they are buying and using
more ammunition. One way to blunt
that new enthusiasm would be to
create a situation that leaves store
shelves bare.
Hoarding is another problem,
brought on by people fearing an
ammunition shortage rushing out to
buy up whatever stocks are available.
That becomes something of a selffulfilling prophecy.
But Gottlieb still thinks there is
something strange going on.
Not only has the Postal Service
been stocking up, so also has the State
Department. That agency had bids
out for rifle and pistol ammunition.
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Tennessee could be on the way to
constitutional carry, after the state’s
Senate passed proposed legislation
on that subject.
According to the Associated
Press, Senators voted overwhelmingly in favor of the bill, that would
allow residents to carry weapons
openly without a permit. The AP
reported that only two lawmakers,
both Democrats, voted no, and that
the proposal passed without much
debate.
The bill still has to make it through
the House, and the state’s governor
has maintained a neutral view on the
proposed legislation.

KOKH-TV in Oklahoma City
reported April 14 that the owners
of a gun range scheduled to open
later this year are planning on filing
paperwork for a license to serve alcohol in a café that will be included
as part of the new range facility. The
range, called Wilshire Gun, is slated
to have ranges both for firearms and
archery, along with classrooms and
the café.
State officials told the TV station
that they could be the first range in
the state to have such a license, and
there appears to be some concerns.

v

A battle is brewing in Perry
County, Pennsylvania county over
access to concealed weapons permit
records.
Commissioners voted to hire a
solicitor to decide whether or not to
allow a county auditor to gain access
to the records, which the county’s
sheriff is uncomfortable doing because the law doesn’t allow public
access to that information.
The auditors indicated they don’t
care about the names of permit holders, but rather whether the revenue
generated from the sales of permits
is being spent properly.

The power of gun rights and
social media played out in a big way
in Iowa recently.
According to the Sioux City Journal, city officials in the community of
George had to cancel the regularly
scheduled city council meeting after
a clerk had, by mistake, placed a
proposal for a ban on firearm possession in government buildings on
the agenda.
The newspaper reported that
once word of this got out, a state gun
rights organization sent out a request
for gun rights supporters in the state
to protest the move via Facebook,
and that ultimately resulted in the
meeting’s cancellation.

v
The question of whether firearms
and alcohol mix might get a real-life
test if one gun range gets its way.

v

v
Kentucky gun owners are up in
arms over a request from the mayor
of Louisville that they leave their guns
at home if they want to visit events
connected with the Kentucky Derby.
Mayor Greg Fischer requested
people leave their firearms at home

for events such as the Thunder event,
and that made some gun owners unhappy. It doesn’t help that there has
been a recent uptick in violence in
the city’s downtown, a factor which,
according to the TV station, resulted
in nearly 60 percent of people who
voted in a poll on the station’s website
saying they wouldn’t attend any of
those events.

v
Gun rights activists in one Oregon city are working with city officials in an effort to head off proposed
anti-gun laws, and in the process, are
extending an olive branch to those
who may support the proposed laws.
According to the Medford MailTribune, the Medford City Council is
slated to vote soon on a proposal that
would ban open-carry of firearms in
public places. Pro-gunners have expressed opposition to the proposed
regulations, but one has suggested
that all sides sit down and discuss the
issue, with an eye on helping educate
the community about gun safety and
proper gun storage techniques.

v
A pro-gun bill has just been
signed into law in Arizona, one that
would aid in allowing gun owners
to build “backyard” gun ranges on
their property.
House Bill 2483, was signed into
law by Gov. Jan Brewer, and would
prohibit local zoning regulations that
restrict shooting on private property
unless it’s within a quarter mile of any
building.
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